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Red alert for 



churches on 
World Aids Day 



By Jo Duckies 

AS World Aids Day approaches 
Christians are gearing up to pray 
and take action to halt the global 
HIV pandemic. 

Churches in the diocese will be 
tying a red ribbon around advent 
candles as a mark of their concern 
for the millions of people whose 
lives have been devastated by the 
virus. 

Ecumenical prayer resources 
will be going out to all church 
leaders along with details of how 
church-goers can act against the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. 

The Revd Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker spent three-and-a-half 
months in Kimberley and 



Kuruman, our South African 
partner diocese, working on 
several projects designed to help 
those devastated by the disease 
and to prevent it from spreading. 

She said: ‘It is estimated that by 
2010 there will be 25 million 
orphans who have lost their 
parents due to HIV and AIDS, 
with 12 milllion living in Sub 
Saharan Africa. 

‘The social, economic and 
psychological impact of a 
pandemic cannot be 
underestimated. We can’t 
disassociate ourselves from the 
reality of what is happening to 
people in other parts of the world, 
not only morally as Christians but 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 



Trinny and Susannah wardrobe overhaul for Revd Rosie Harper 



WHEN television fashion 
gurus Trinny and Susannah 
knock on the door, many 
women run and hide. 

But the Revd Rosie Harper 
saw their offer of a television 
makeover as the chance to 
prove that being a member of 
the clergy does not mean 
looking dowdy. For agreeing 



to be on the show she got a 
£450 hair cut, some choice 
new items for her wardrobe 
and even suggestions of more 
stylish ways to wear her 
clerical collar. 

‘I got a phone call out of the 
blue,’ says Rosie, who is vicar 
of Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little 



Hampden. ‘It was about 
10pm and I’d just had a glass 
of wine when ITV called about 
a series called The Tribes. They 
were making a programme 
called Women of the Parish, 
which would not have been 
complete without a vicar. 

‘The real reason I agreed was 
because it aligns very well with 



my basic passions about the 
Gospel. The essence of being 
Christian is to know you are 
loved by God. A vicar who 
dresses well indicates we are 
people whose fath enhances 
our self respect. I have a real 
passion for the fact that it is 
normal to be a Christian. We 
were created to live life in col 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 
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Comment 

by the Bishop of Oxford 



The open Door 



A 5 



parish in the diocese has in 
its vision statement the goal 
that it will be an open door 
etween heaven and earth.’ 



I like it. 

In fact we have over 800 churches 
which I’m sure would echo that 
intention. 

Those churches are, as the Celts used 
to say, 'thin' places, where heaven and 
earth overlap. The glory of God shines 
a little brighter there. The door is open. 

I'm amazed at the creativity of 
churches in this diocese as we try in 
hundreds of ways to hold that door 
open to let the brightness of the Son 
shine in. 

Through worship and prayer, through 
stillness and availability, through 
community projects and pastoral care, 
through a thousand acts of love, the 
Christians of this diocese are trying to 
let the light of heaven pour through 
into the variegated landscape of earth. 

And one of the most important things 
we do for each other is to pray - I do 
hope you use the daily prayer diary at 
the back of the Door. Intercession can 
seem like a chore; alternatively we can 
try to see it as a privilege and a way of 
loving. Certainly I know I owe more to 
those who pray for me than I can 
possibly say. 

Another of the most important things 
we can do for each other is to 
communicate good news, and that's 
where the Door itself is such a gift. And 
now it’s a new gift! You're reading our 
new-look Door with our new editor Jo 
Duckies and our new ideas for raising 
the bar in diocesan communication. I 
hope you like the look and feel of it. 

Can I ask a couple of things? First that 
you send in material, events, photos and 
so on to inform and encourage the rest 
of us; and second, that you play your 
part in getting the Door into people's 
hands. I'm sure someone giving the 
paper out as people leave would be 
much more effective than leaving a pile 
at the back of church. The goal, 
remember, is to hold open a door 
between heaven and earth. That's what 
all our life as Christians and as a diocese 
is about. And that's the story the Door is 
wanting to tell. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard 



LETTERS 



Tenants on Earth 

On page one of September’s Door 
there was a call to support the 
campaign to halve poverty by 201 5. In 
Thought for the Day’ on on Radio Four 
the Bishop of Liverpool said it was 
possible to make a living without 
others having to lose. 

We have poverty, here and abroad 
because of the way we allocate God- 
given resoucres. We know we are only 
tenants for a time on Earth but we 
behave as though we were owners for 
a time. Under UK law it is possible to 
be owners (subect only to the Crown). 

In theory anyone can own land if they 
are able to accumulate enough cash, 
but the more people that compete to 
buy land, the higher the price. All we 
need is security of tenure, for which we 
should pay an annual fee into a 
community fund. From that fund the 
community could finance the 
essentials for its wellbeing. 

It is both common sense and just. 
We do not need to own land and 
anyway we have no right to own it 
since we did not create it. We only 
have a right to use it. 

In the past politicians have talked 
about targets to reduce poverty and it 
is certainly right for the Church to wish 
for that result, but it will not be 
achieved until we stop owning what 
we do not create and in doing so, deny 
its use to others. 

Mr AM Hoare, Chavey Down, 
Ascot 

Not so ballooning 
marvellous 

I was saddened and disappointed to 
see your report of the balloon release 
at Chesham. (October Door, page 6) 

It was not “Ballooning Marvellous” 
as your headline had it. Balloons may 
look very attractive as they soar into 
the air but they come back to earth to 
pollute and kill as animals swallow 
them mistaking them for food. We 
have known this for years so why are 
we still doing it? It shows as much 
respect for the planet as emptying a 
giant waste paper bin. 

The final irony was that your report 
was published alongside your Eco- 
column. 

Eleanor Hards , Didcot 



ONLINE 



MANY of you bought our ‘Easter Ingredients’ hot cross bun cards 
this year. In fact, they were so popular that we’re creating a similar 
Christmas campaign, this time based on mince pies. For more 
information, see www.oxford.anglican.org/christmas. 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 
‘I am the light of the ivorld' John 9:5 

‘ You ctre the light of the world' Matthew 
5: 14/ 

T his Autumn began with a 
wonderful spell of weather, 
like the summer we hadn’t 
had. Right through to early 
October we had what used to 
be called an ‘Indian summer’, 
interspersed of course with the odd 
downpour. But the public mood and the 
national and international situation 
didn’t match the sunshine. For a year the 
clouds of impending financial crisis had 
hung over the world and as September 
gave way to October their full fury broke. 
Jesus listed many of the things that cause 
human beings to fear, but I can find no 
reference to collapsing banks, negative 
equity, home repossessions, and even a 
whole nation, Iceland, going bankrupt. 
Human hearts have certainly been failing 
for fear of those things that are coming 
on the earth. Despite the best efforts of 
governments - actually working together 
across the world for a change - it would 
seem that we are in for a fairly prolonged 
period of anxiety. The grim wind of 
financial reality will blow through all our 
lives, and the awful certainty is that those 
to suffer most will be those least able to 
cope with it. 

Against that backdrop the Church 
.enters on the ‘Kingdom Season’, when 
we remind ourselves that Jesus Christ is 
Lord’. The striking words at the top of 
this column may illustrate one aspect of 
that great truth. As Stjohn says earlier in 
his Gospel, ‘The light shines in the 



darkness, and the darkness cannot 
overcome it.’ Of course it shines in the 
darkness. You can’t see light except as the 
opposite of darkness. If everything were 
light the word would have no meaning. 
Jesus came into the world to shine the 
light of God into its dark places, to 
expose evil and corruption, to illuminate 
our path as we walk the pilgrimage of 
faith, to reassure and comfort us when we 
feel alone and helpless. Even under the 
storm-clouds of economic recession, that 
light still shines. 

But Jesus also said, rather less 
obviously, that we, his disciples, are ‘the 
light of the world’, and called us to shine 
that light into the earth’s dark places. It’s 
easy to see how Jesus the Son of God can 
be the world’s true light, but Me? How 
can I, as fearful and anxious as the next 
person, be ‘the light of the world’? The 
answer is that I can’t, of myself, but that 
if I keep close to him I can be, not a 
source of light, but a reflector of it. 
Perhaps in the current climate of gloom 
and anxiety, it is the Christian’s calling to 
stand so close to the Lord that something 
of his light reflects off us into the lives of 
those around us. We say to each other 
‘the peace of Christ’ as we exchange 
handshakes on a Sunday morning. 

Couldn’t we extend that same simple 
message to those around us who are 
fearful and perplexed, as we try to reflect 
the assurance which faith can create that 
in the end the world is God’s, not the 
financiers, and that on its throne is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. There is 
peace and security even in these 
perplexing times, because ‘the kingdoms 
of this world have become the kingdoms 
of our God and of his Christ’. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religions affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books including]oumey 
to Jerusalem (BRF2008), The Bible Made Clear and 
Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008) 




Comings and Goings 

Revd Sam Allberry, Assistant Curate, 
Oxford St Ebbe with Holy Trinity and St Peter 
le Bailey, to be Associate Clergy, St Andrew 
and St Mary Magdalene Maidenhead; Revd 
Brian Blackman, Associate Clergy, Reading 
St Luke with St Bartholomew to retire and 
given permission to officiate; Revd Paul 
Bradish, Curate-in-training, St Sebastian's 
Wokingham to be Curate of Upper Kennet 
Benefice, Salisbury Diocese; Revd Ruth 
Bushyager, Associate Clergy, Abingdon 
Christ Church, to be Assistant Chaplain, St 
Edward's School, Oxford; Revd David 
Childs, Team Rector, Witney, to be Priest-in- 
charge, St James, Hadleigh, Chelmsford 
Diocese; Revd David Cooke who is given 
permission to officiate; Revd Ken Flood, 
Associate Clergy, St Paul’s Wokingham, to be 
Priest-in-charge, St Clement, Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy, Manchester Diocese; Revd George 
Fryer given permission to officiate; Revd 
Edward Hobbs, Associate Clergy, Newbury 
St Nicolas and St Mary, to be Assistant 

Competition winners 

Lily Oldland, of Harwell, Oxon, Mr M Day, of 
Woodley, Tracy Cook, of Priors Way, 
Maidenhead, Berks and Mrs A Williams, of 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, have all won a 
copy of Do nothing, Christmas is coming by 
the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 



Curate at Brompton Holy Trinity with St Paul, 
Onslow Square, London Diocese; Revd Dr 
Peter Holmes, Associate Clergy, 
Beaconsfield Team Ministry, is given 
permission to officiate; Revd Paul Hunt, 
Area Dean of Bicester and Islip to retire as 
Area Dean, remaining Team Rectory Cherwell 
Valley Revd Charles Masheder, Rector, The 
Ray Valley Benefice, to be Area Dean of 
Bicester and Islip; Revd Jonathan Meyer, 
Associate Clergy, Kintbury with Avington in 
the Benefice of West Woodhay; to be house- 
for-duty Priest-in-charge of Ewelme, 
Brightwell Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington Revd Dot Morrison, Associate 
Deacon SS Peter and Paul Wantage, has 
died; The Ven. Dr Joy Tetley is given 
permission to officiate; 

Revd Hugh Warwick, Associate Clergy 
Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End, to 
retire, Revd Malcolm White is given 
permission to officiate; Revd Tony Willis, 
Rector, United Benefice of Ellesborough, the 
Kimbles and Stoke Mandeville to retire. 



Cottrell. 

Mrs Beer, of Orchard Road, Old Windsor, 
Joyce Day, of Oxford, Dawn Plint, of Benson, 
Oxon and Susan Dumas of Radley, Oxon have 
all won a copy of Don’t Stop at the Lights, by 
Claire Foster and David Shreeve. 



AUDIO VERSION 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of the Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285 
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News 




Wardrobe overhaul for Revd Rosie 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7^ 

laboration with God. I love it 
when people say to me “you 
don’t look like a vicar.’” 

Rosie, who was filmed along 
with the Revd Angie Paterson, 
associate clergy of Icknield, says 
the women in her community 
tend to be professional and well 
dressed. She says: ‘If I don’t take 
care of myself, how can they 
expect my work to be 
disciplined or focused? 

‘The only press Christians get 
is when they are against stuff 
and I felt this show could be a 
positive thing. To start with a 
producer came round to laugh 
at my wardrobe and decide if I 
was someone they could work 
with.’ 

From the cupboard the 
producer pulled out a floral 
dress which Rosie says she has 
not worn for years, before the 
famous duo visited Great 
Missenden to meet their 
‘victims’, Rosie and a lady 
mayor. She says: ‘I got on really 
well with Susannah. She really 
did grasp how difficult it is to 
dress with a dog collar. It is 
difficult to retain the symbolism 
of the collar while looking 
lighter and more feminine. 

‘When it came to buying 
clothes we experimented with 
trousers and waistcoats and 
things which really weren’t me. 



We made all different 
permutations of how a dog 
collar might work. We tried one 
in black lace which looked 
dodgy and another in white 
lace.’ 

An interesting link was that 
Rosie’s husband, the Revd Tim 
Harper, is Rector of Amersham, 
where Susannah had spent 
much of her childhood visiting 
the rectory. ‘The old owner was 
called Constantine and was 
Susannah’s uncle,’ said Rosie. 
‘We went over there to have a 
look round.’ 

While Rosie enjoyed stepping 
off a train into London 
Marylebone to be told a 
Mercedes was waiting outside 
for her, she cannot work out 
how having her hair done could 
have cost £450. 

‘I had two really fun days in 
London, doing the makeover, 
buying clothes and having my 
hair done,’ she says. ‘The hair 
do was very nice, but didn’t 
seem any different to what I 
normally have done.’ 

The filming concluded with a 
village fete where the ‘victims’ 
were shown off. Rosie said: ‘I 
was wearing extremely high 
heels and a very pinched in 
waist. I doubt I will wear the 
shoes again but the filming has 
left me with a couple of very 
nice new items.’ 



Clergy lament at warheads factory 



TRAINEE ministers received 
ash on their foreheards as a 
symbol of repentance at the 
Aldermaston factory where 
Trident missile warheads are 
produced. 



The Bishop of Reading, the 
Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
welcomed the ministers to a 
service of lament at the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment on 
Friday 17 October. 



Red alert on World Aids Day 

continued from page i forever.’ 



also because social and 
economic injustices in Africa will 
have an impact on the UK. 

‘In this time of credit crunch we 
may think there is no point 
trying to raise money but 
actually whatever our 
circumstances in the UK we are 
so blessed it’s unbelievable. The 
sort of vulnerability we are 
experiencing now is nothing 
compared to the vulnerability of 
people in these circumstances. 

‘I received a huge privilege and 
blessing from working with 
people who have so little and 
who are working for people who 
have nothing on a daily basis. It’s 
extremely moving and deeply 
humbling. 

‘God’s compassion to us is so 
great we should continue to 
show that compassion to others 
and not to judge.’ 

Charlotte, who is associate 
clergy at St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford, worked on several 
projects during her time in 
Kimberley and Kuruman. These 
included a Peer HIV and AIDS 
programme which takes people 
aged 14 to 25 and gives them 
week’s training about the 
prevention of the disease. 

She said: ‘They are then 

equipped to go back to their 
schools, colleges and places of 
work and pass on what they have 
learned. It’s very exciting and 
very successful, even five days of 
training had changed their lives 



She also worked with Hope for 
the Living, an NGO which takes 
homecare workers into shanty 
towns. ‘They identify people 
living in very difficult 
circumstances who are HIV 
positive or have TB, and 
orphaned and vulnerable 
children. Once a week they give 
the children a meal at the local 
church. It’s been going for 10 
years and it’s very successful. 

‘There is a food garden in the 
grounds of the church and that 
is being run by the home care 
workers and the children. The 
food goes into the community to 
help raise the nutritional levels 
of those with HIV and AIDs and 
is distributed among the 
children, who are learning to be 
as self sufficient as possible. They 
also give our food parcels to 
families in vulnerable situations.’ 
At the Tamar Shelter for abused 
and vulnerable women, 
Charlotte found stories so 
horrific she would not want to 
pass them on to anyone. She 
says: ‘We are talking about 
people who have been about to 
be murdered. I helped them 
with a project proposal and their 
budgets and to talk about their 
work and tell stories of 
individuals whose lives have 
been transformed.’ 

An HIV/AIDS conference takes 
place at St Anne’s College, 
Oxford on November 22. See 
Doorpost, page 12, for details. 



Remembrance service for 



AIDS orphans volunteer 



THE former Archbishop of 
Canterbury Lord Carey led a 
service of remembrance for a 
Stonesfield teenager who died 
while volunteering with AIDS 
orphans in Zambia. 

Cecily Eastwood, daughter of 
British Ambassador to Syria, 
Basil Eastwood, died in a road 
accident while on a gap year. 

Instead of flowers for her 
funeral, her parents asked for 
donations to be made to 
Children in Distress, the 
organisation she was 
volunteering with. 

CINDI used the £6,500 raised 
to pay for fees, uniforms, books 
and pencils to help orphans go 
to school for a year. 

The couple then headed to 
Zambia where they were met 
with a welcoming serenade by 
the children Cecily had worked 
with. 

After seeing children who 
were often priced out of 
secondary school because of 
fees, as well as the cost of 
uniforms and equipment, they 
set up Cecily’s Fund. 

Lord Carey and his wife 



Eileen were deeply moved by 
the family tragedy and are so 
passionately committed to the 
fight agains AIDS they agreed to 
become the charity’s patrons. 

Cecily’s Fund is a registered 
charity which has now helped 
more than 10,000 Zambian 
children through school. 

Lord Carey led the service, 
earlier this year, outside 
Stonesfield Church in 
Oxfordshire, where Cecily is 
buried. The church was 
decorated with Zambian textiles 
bearing the handprints of 
children supported by Cecily’s 
Fund. 

An African choir performed 
and afterwards around 100 
people supporters bought 
Christmas cards and made 
donations which raised £1,000, 
enough to put 40 children 
through secondary school for 
one year. 



ionline 



For more information visit 
www.cecilysfund.org. 



IN BRIEF 



Befriend the Door 

IF you enjoy the Door, why 
not become a Friend? 

All this means is 
championing the paper in your 
parish: making sure people 
know what’s in it and give it a 
try, rather than simply hoping 
they’ll help themselves to a 
copy. 

In return we’ll send you a 
small free gift, an invitation to 
tea with Bishop John - and 
enter your name in a prize draw 
to win free tickets to 
Waddesdon Manor and two 
annual passes to the Oxford 
Botanical Gardens. 

To find out more, ring the 
Door office on 01 865 208225. 



School success 

A SCHOOL which was 
threatened with closure just 
three years ago is about to 
celebrate the opening of a new 
£400,000 extension thanks to 
the Diocese of Oxford. 

Shellingford School was 
placed in Special Measures by 
Oxford in 2004. But since then 
headteacher Fiona Craig has 
worked with parents and 
governors to turn it around. 

Within nine months the 
school was out of Special 
Measures and at the last 
Oftsed inspection, it was 
classified as ‘outstanding’. 

Bishop Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop of Reading, was due to 
open the new extension on 24 
October. 



Help for school 
appeal panels 

THE Diocese needs 
voluntary panel members for its 
school admissions appeal 
hearings. 

The work is voluntary but 
travel expenses are paid and 
full training given. Appeals 
clerks are also needed. Hours 
are flexible. To find out more 
contact Christine Jones, 
appeals administrator, on 
01865 208279 or Val 

Coombs, admissions officer, 
on 07717 153837. 



Congo meeting 

The Annual General 
Meeting of the Congo Church 
Association will be held on 
Saturday 8 November 2008, 
at St Andrew’s Church, Linton 
Road, Oxford, OX2 6UG, 1 2 
noon to 3.30pm. For 
information contact Rosemary 
Peirce: 01993 200103, 
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Advertising Feature 

WESTPOINT RETURN FOR 'IDEAL CHURCH SHOW' 



SUCCESSFUL and encouraging - in spite of current 
pressures on business and ministries. 

That was how Colin Saunders described recent Christian 



Up to 1 50 exhibitors will be at Westpoint, from book 
publishers to youth specialists, children's charities to chair 
manufacturers. And their stands will be busy! 



Sarum Link who will be running special 
features in the January editions, which 
will enable them to make sure that 
readers search out their stands, with a 
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For details: The Registrar, 

Radley College, Abingdon 0X14 2HR 
Tel: 01 235 543174 



unlock the potential 
of your Church property 
and advance your mission 



combined circulation of 59,000 copies 
we don't believe that anyone else can 
deliver so many readers in the direct 
vicinity and if exhibitors also include The 
Door in their advertising that total 
reaches 97,000 copies. 

To make sure that you benefit from this 
readership call our sales team on 01 752 
225623 now. 



V UNIVERSAL CARE 

always there 

Are you looking for a change in your life? 
Are you interested in rewarding work? 

Universal Care was founded on the belief that 
the majority of people who need care - be 
they elderly, in poor health, disabled or 
recuperating on discharge from hospital - 
much prefer to remain in their own homes 
wherever possible. 

As a leading provider of friendly and supportive 
care with over 21 years experience, Universal 
Care believe they offer the best choice and 
peace of mind when it comes to care for a 
loved one. 

Universal Care is seeking live-in carers as well 
as daily carers throughout Buckinghamshire 
and Berkshire 

• Minimum pay for live-in carers is £475 per week 

• Holiday pay 

• Full training 

• Paid travel to assignments 

If you want to change your life and the life of 
others call Bruce on 01494 678811 or send 
your details to Universal Care , Chester House , 

9 Windsor End Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 



To see more 
of this?... 



What can you buy for 33p these days? Not even a packet of crisps! 

But for LESS than the price of a packet of crisps each day, YOU can share in delivering a message of hope 
to our cities and the clear direction of Christian truth to our youth, in what are increasingly uncertain and 
troubled times. 

Yep, for just 33p a day you can partner with Cross Rhythms to help us keep reaching more than a quarter 
of a million people every month through the Cross Rhythms website, and a potential 1 million people 
through the 4 Cross Rhythms FM radio stations in Stoke-on-Trent, Plymouth, Teesside and Coventry. What 
is more, over 70% of the people you reach are under 35! 

What a great return for 33p! But more than that, your 33p doesn't just go towards maintaining these pioneering media platforms. 
Four stations is fantastic but we have a goal to go for 101 Plus, we're now starting to raise up the next generation of 
media voices through our Media Training Community (www.crossrhythms.co.uk/mediatrainingcommunity), AND 
we're even exploring a possible station in the Middle East! 

Amazing! But of course, to keep all these fabulous works going, and to push forward and break open future opportunities 
requires people like you to take that step to partner with us. You can be an investor into making all this an ongoing reality 
for just 33p a day! 

Right now Cross Rhythms is urgently looking for 400 people, partnering with us at just £10 a month (or 33p a day), who’s 
hunger is to see God impact our cities, our communities and a youth generation, and who see the powerful influence of 
the media as a vital tool to help make this happen. 

Cross Rhythms began with a God-given prophetic word and has been proven for 25 years as a Godly vision. We believe it 
is a work you can stand with, confident that you are helping to establish a Godgiven strategy in our nation in these days. 
Will YOU be one of our 400 today? 

Target 400 - It's you and us, together, reaching our cities, reaching our youth, now, and into the future. 

Make your pennies count. Join us today! Go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/target400 to complete a form online or contact 
us today for a form. Call 01782 251000 or email admin@crossrhythms.co.uk 



EHSEEEESBS 

MUSIC & LIFE www.crossrhytlms.co.uk 



CALLING ALL EXHIBITORS 



Exhibitors at the South West CRE can benefit from special 
low advertising rates for features in the Grapevine and 



Entry is through assessment 
in English and Maths on 29 % 

November 2008. Applications 
close on 10 November 2008. 
Sample papers ar$ on the 
website. 



Resources Exhibitions at Sandown Park and Harrogate. 

And the good news is that CRE returns to Westpoint, Exeter 
in the new year running from Thur 29 to Sat 31 Jan, 2009. 

Visitors will be able to choose from more than 40 practical 
seminars aimed at meeting the needs of the church - from 
multi-media worship to debt counselling, child protection to 
gang culture, all led by gifted communicators in their field of 
expertise. 



Steve Briars, CRE’s event director, said: ‘We encourage you 
to come to Exeter and make the most of your day at CRE by 
soaking up the music, theatre and entertainment in a unique, 
friendly atmosphere. Browse in the exhibition bookshop, 
stocked with hundreds of publications, CDs, DVDs and gift 
ideas. Then relax and meet friends in the CRE cafe. 

‘On every layer of this strategic event you will discover 
something fresh and innovative - at the cutting edge of 
Christian ministry.’ 



ZW 






Radley College is an independent 
boarding school for boys aged 
13 to 18. 



The Foundation Award at 1 1 +, 

1 3+ and 1 6+ are for boys currently 
in state education with academic 
potential and interest in music, art, 
drama or sport. 



The award provides financial 
support of up to 100% of full fees 
tor two initial years at preparatory 
school and then for a further five 
years at Radley. 



Radley 

College 



FOUNDATION 
AWARDS AT 
11+, 13+ AND 16+ 



target 



...Would you 
give up this? 
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COMMUNITIES 



Spotlight on 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 




Burford’s Benedectines moving on 

By Jo Duckies 



IT’S beautiful, idyllic yet totally 

impractical. Which is why the Benedictine 
community who live at Burford Priory say 
they are ‘thrilled’ to be moving house. 

By the end of November the monks and 
nuns, who are aged from 32 to 92, will 
have moved into temporary 
accommodation, until their new priory in 
Worcestershire is built. 

‘The community has been talking about 
moving since 1974,’ says Abbot, Brother 
Stuart Bums. ‘It has lived here 60 years. 
We are a monastic community and part 
of that is simplicity. 

‘This is an opulent building, made for 
people with money. ‘We have had to 
raise a lot of money simply to keep the 
fabric and it needs money to cherish it. 
We don’t have that kind of money. When 
new fire regulations came in we were 
faced with raising half a million pounds 
and that’s what gave us the nudge to do 
something about it’. 

During the 18 months it is estimated it 
will take for the new priory to be built, 
the community will be on retreat. 
Brother Stuart says: ‘We’ll be finding out 
what God wants a Benedictine 
community to be in the 21 st century. One 
of the things increasingly concerning us 

USA AND OXFORD 



is being ecologically responsible. A 
monastery should be a well-insulated 
building, generating its own sources of 
heat. We are looking to build a place 
which will house the community for 
another 100 to 150 years.’ 

While he is sad to be leaving the Oxford 
Diocese, and Burford, Father Stuart 
hopes the community’s regular visitors 
keep in touch. 



He says: ‘An awful lot of people come 
here to stay, or for spiritual direction or 
quiet days. 

‘We are aware that long term 
commitment here isn’t a possibility for a 
lot of people, the Buddhist model of 
people coming for one or two years of 
training, knowing they are not coming to 
test a life long vocation is something else 
we are exploring.’ 



Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 



• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 





Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 



Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 



Radical new lifestyles 

WITH the cost of living rising it is likely that the nuclear family living in their own 
home is becoming a luxury fewer and fewer people can afford, according to Tom 
Sine. 

Tom is a 73-year-old American Anglican, the author of The New Conspirators . Tom, 
of Mustard Seed Associates, lives in a missional community in Seattle with his wife 
and with several individuals and families who are attempting to model an 
alternative, Christ-like way of living. 

During his visit to the Church Mission Society, in Oxford, he stayed in a new, 
refurbished community house on Iffley Road, alongside prominent theologian Rene 
Padilla. 

The house, which is home to two families and several single people, is the first of 
CMS’s community buildings. The society is looking at transforming properties in 
Hull and Sheffield into buildings which could become communities. 

He says: T am concerned about how we are living our lives. I don’t think our 
present lifestyle models are going to be sustainable. A single family in a semi 
detached or detached house is getting too pricey for people in their 20s and 30s. 

‘None of my generation ever spent more than 20 per cent of their income on rent 
or mortgage. Here it is 50 per cent of two mortgages, and even more in London. 

‘That’s why I was excited to be in Oxford, staying at the first of a series of new 
missional communities. They are modelling a way of living that is less expensive, 
that has a smaller environmental footprint and is more outwardly focused. 

‘We are going to need all of our churches to find ways of creating new models, not 
just for the young but for inter-generational communities, for those of us that are 
getting older to have people journey with us into the silver years instead of us just 
being isolated. 

‘Most of all we need to create new approaches and new ways of living that are less 
expensive. My greatest concern is redefining for everyone on the planet what is the 
good life to the extent that as followers of Jesus we allow new ways of living to 
define how we use our time and money and what we raise our young people for.’ 

Tom described his own community. He said: ‘We live on three floors, we have a a 
young couple above us who have two children and another on the way. The little boy 
is one-and-a-half and is our godson. It’s great to have children running around the 
place. We produce about 40 per cent of our food on an urban plot. For me it’s a 
much better way of life.’ 

For more information visit www.msainfo.org. 




THEN JOIN US AT THE All NEW CROSS RHYTHMS MEDIA TRAINING COMMUNITY 



After 25 years pioneering, Cross Rhythms, 
a highly respected UK media ministry, is 
now looking to impart to a younger 
generation the skills and experience 
gained. 



Learn from some truly awesome 
leaders and speakers from around 
the world. Receive loads of in depth 
media training and skills. Plus get 
involved in the live FM radio 
station working environment of 
the Cross Rhythms ministry! 



This 1 2 week course costs 
only £1 950 including daily 
accomodation, transpor- 
tation and food costs. You 
must be at least 1 6. The 
course runs three times in 
2009. 



PLUS, live in Berks, Bucks 
or Oxon? Bursaries are 
now available to cover 
60 % of this cost for you! 



For more information 
and to apply go to 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/ 
mediatrainingcommunity 



S MEDIA 
STRAINING 



ARE YOU A VOICE FOR YOUR GENERATION? 
PASSIONATE ABOUT GOD AND SENSE 
A CALL TO SERVE HIM IN MEDIA? 
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ROPER PENBERTHY 



CHOICE 



Especially for readers of this paper 




Moments of Peace 
from the Psalms 



Inspirational thoughts and prayers 
to lead you into the stillness, peace 
and presence of God 

Every spread of this book is presented with 
beautiful pictures, verses from the Book of 
Psalms, an inspirational passage to 
meditate upon and a prayer for your daily 
devotions. The book is compact and easily 
portable, robust, printed in colour 
throughout and well finished with a 
padded case and marker ribbon. 

Hardback, 148x102mm, 384pp. 

Price £7.99 plus £2.75 p&p 



Please send me a copy of ‘Moments of Peace 
from the Psalms’. I enclose a cheque for 
£10.74 

Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev: 

Address 1: 



Address 2: 



Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact tel no: 

Email (optional): 

Offer code: CV1108TD 

Return this coupon to Harvest Fields, Unit 17, 
Churchill Business Park, Churchill Road, Doncaster 
DN1 2TF with a cheque for £10.74 made payable to 
‘Harvest Fields Distribution Ltd’. 

Alternatively order on-line at 
www.RoperPenberthy.co.uk or telephone 
01302 367868 and quote offer code CV1108TD 
Book code: 978.07642.04203 




ARTIST Steve Empson has painted 220 Oxfordshire churches over the last three years. He said: ‘I just kept going out and finding another magical 
church and made a project of parish churches in Oxford.’ The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, opened an exhibition of Steve’s 
work at Radley College. 



Tour of Swedish link 
diocese for Bishop John 



THE Bishop of Oxford paid his first visit 
to Vaxjo, to meet the new bishop of our 
Swedish partner diocese. 

He was accompanied by Canon Tony 
Dickinson, and Canon Marilyn Parry, 
the Diocesan Director of Ordinands. 

From Copenhagen Airport Bishop John 
and his companions took the direct train 
to Vaxjo, where they were met by Tony 
Dickinson’s opposite number, Dr 
Christopher Meakin, who was performing 
his last duties as the person responsible 
for the Swedish end of the link between 
our two dioceses before moving on to a 
national role in the Church of Sweden. 

The following morning, they were taken 
on a lightning tour of the diocesan offices 
in Vaxjo, including coffee (allegedly the 
third sacrament of the Swedish Church 
after baptism and the eucharist) with 
members of diocesan staff. Then it was off 
to Bishop’s House for briefings on the use 
of church buildings (where re-ordering is 
severely limited by state legislation) and on 
mission in the diocese. 

After coming together the visitors 
again went their separate ways: Bishop 
John to spend time with Bishop Sven 
Thidevall, the two Canons to reflect with 
Magnus Wahlin, who deals with 



international relations, on the 
development of the link and how to 
evaluate it at the end of its first five years. 

On the final morning of the visit, 
Bishop John presided at the 8am. 
communion service in Vaxjo cathedral. 
Then, after giving a presentation about 
the Diocese of Oxford and its 
developing strategy, he made a 
presentation on behalf of Oxford 
Diocese to Christopher Meakin, whose 
final day in Vaxjo it was. After that it was 
time to move on again, to St Mary’s 
church (Mariaforsamlingen) in the 
Araby district of Vaxjo. There a team of 
clergy and lay people work in a context 
where there are many social problems. 
The two parish deacons, in particular, 
work with other agencies to open up 
possibilities for life and hope in a setting 
where many are immigrants and asylum- 
seekers and where there are above- 
average levels of unemployment. 

Marilyn Parry, whose husband, David 
is the Anglican priest in the Blackbird 
Leys Ecumenical Partnership, 
recognised many points of contact 
between the work being done in 
Mariaforsamlingen and the work of Holy 
Family in Blackbird Leys. 



BISHOP LAUNCHES 
NEW CHURCH VISION 




ALL SAINTS Church in Wokingham 
has launched a new vision for the future 
of the church. 



In a special service church members 
were commissioned by Bishop Stephen 
to work towards its Vision for 201 0. 

The Reverend David Hodgson, Rector 
of All Saints Wokingham said: ‘Our church 
members have developed a Vision of the 
kind of church we aim to be by 2010. We 
want to be a church which makes a 
positive difference to this community. 

To make that happen we are changing 
the way we run the church. A large 
church like All Saints needs its small 
groups to flourish, so people can get to 
know each other and support each 
other through life and work. We are 
launching a lighter and more flexible 
way of organising ourselves together. 

‘All Saints is part of a growing global 
movement of churches emerging into a 
new way of being church,’ he added. 



OBITUARY 



TRIBUTES have been paid to the Revd Dot Morrison, the deacon who died suddenly on Thursday, September 25. 

Dot, 61 , Deacon of SS Peter and Paul Wantage with Holy Trinity Charlton, came to Wantage 26 years ago and made her home 
there. She was a devoted mother to son, Dickon, and daughter, Lizzie. Dot, who died on the third anniversary of her ordination, 
was determined to be a permanent deacon, rather than to train to become a priest. 

Dot was involved in all aspects of church life, including leading courses to encourage evangelism, being a member of a 
Churches Together committee and leading worship. She worked hard to forge closer links between the school, the parish 
church and their respective communities. She led weekly assemblies and formed close relationships with staff and pupils. 
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Family 



Future of the Church 




The Church could be just one 
generation away from 
extinction. Jo Duckies finds 
out how what the Revd Mark 
Griffiths believes we need to 
do to save it. 

I NNOVATIVE outreach work with 
children who would otherwise 
never hear about Jesus could 
safeguard the future of the 
Church, according to the Revd 
Mark Griffiths. Mark, a married father of 
two, has travelled around the world 
researching groundbreaking children’s 
schemes. 

The former children’s pastor who is 
currently curate at Stoke Poges, 
Buckinghamshire, has based his PhD 
thesis on the theory that Christianity is 
just one generation from extinction. 

He discovered that the principles used 
by Robert Raikes, who started the Sunday 
School movement in the 1780s, still work 
today. Raikes, the editor of the Gloucester 
Journal , had started outreach work with 
prisoners, but became disillusioned when 
on release, they re-offended. So he 
decided that prevention was better than 



cure and set out to form a movement that 
reached thousands of children, giving 
them a chance to get an education and 
find out about Christianity. 

Mark says: ‘I don’t think churches can 
see any form of sustained growth without 
investing heavily in children’s ministry. 

‘I’ve done children’s conferences in 
Australia and New Zealand, and there is 
the same problem everywhere. The 
churches forget that there is a whole pool 
of children waiting outside who have no 

‘ There is the same problem 
everywhere. The churches 
forget that there is a whole 
pool of children waiting 
outside who have no concept 
of Christianity , ’ the Revd 
Mark Griffiths 

concept of Christianity. 

‘They are often three generations 
removed from anyone within the family 
with a church background. We used to 
rely on grandparents, but now there are 



often no grandparents with any form of 
living faith.’ 

Mark originally looked at Raikes’ work 
because he believed the origins of the 
Sunday School movement were outdated, 
and that there must be a better way of 
reaching children. 

He says: ‘The more I dug into Raikes 
the more I discovered that he had 
developed an incredibly effective model 
for child evangelism. It was effective to 
the extent that within five years of 
launching the Sunday School movement 
300,000 boys and girls from non-church 
backgrounds were attending. 

‘The knock-on effect was that by 1830 
the population of the Church in England 
had doubled in the 50 year period. 

‘I wondered what it was about this 
particular model that had such a capacity 
to reach so many children and 
communicate Christianity to them. 
Raikes ministered to the whole child, 
teaching them literary skills as well as 
Christianity. 



‘He was in effect empowering boys and 
girls to rise above their financial situation 
and it was radical for that time.’ 

Mark’s research went on to look at 
modern day children’s outreach, 
including one project in Brooklyn, New 
York, which reaches 24,000 youngsters 
every week. He visited the Kidz Club in 
Slough, which reaches 300 children each 
week, a scheme in Liverpool which 
reaches 1 ,000 youngsters each week and 
smaller projects in Hastings and 
Scotland. 

He says: ‘Within these 21st century 
examples we have a rediscovery of the 
legacy of Robert Raikes, to communicate 
the Gospel to unchurched children.’ 

Before he was ordained , Mark was a 
children ’s pastor in Milton Keynes for seven 
years . He also founded the Dream Factory at 
St Mary's Bletchley, (see left). 
He has written several books on how to reach 
youngsters including Fusion, Impact, and 
Don’t Tell Cute Stories, Change Lives. 



Dream scheme on Saturdays 

WHOLE families have started to attend church thanks to the Dream Factory, which Mark 
Griffiths spearheaded in Bletchley. 

The scheme reaches between 60 and 90 five- to 1 1 -year-olds every week who come 
from primary schools across Milton Keynes. Youth and children’s worker, Kathryn 
Fairweather, says: ‘It started about six years ago and the idea is to provide a safe place, 
a happy environment to learn together and have fun together.’ 

As well as basketball, computer games, a bouncy castle and arts and crafts, the Dream 
Factory provides an opportunity for talking and prayer. 

Kathryn says: ‘About 80 per cent of the children who come are from unchurched 
backgrounds. They respond really well to the Christian aspect of it. We ask them 
questions and find there is a range of understanding. We get every answer from “I don’t 
believe in God” to “Jesus is my best friend,” but they are all really happy and interested 
in hearing Bible stories. 

‘Recently we did a session on people who are ill and might need prayer and had 
hundreds of prayer requests from the children. They responded really well to it.’ 

The Dream Factory is run by St Mary’s, Bletchley. It meets at St John’s District Church, 
Warwick Road, every Saturday morning. For more information contact St Mary’s on 
01908 366531. 




YouthView 

by Naomi Howard 



T HERE are some things that 

everyone does in Freshers’ week. 
Like making hundreds of 
‘friends’ whose names you instantly 
forget, picking up a year’s supply of 
free pens at Freshers’ fair, going down 
with Freshers’ flu or waking up ‘the 
morning after’ with a traffic cone in 
your room, permanent marker all over 



your face and no recollection of what 
happened during the night before. 

It’s widely accepted that alcohol forms 
a large part of student culture but, 
fortunately, there is more to Freshers’ 
week than binge drinking. The student 
union and its societies organised sports 
events, tours, plays, walks, coffee 
crawls, the list goes on. 

The Christian Union also had a high 
profile, organising a huge number of 
events including ‘the biggest and best 
ceilidh of the year’. But there’s no 
escaping the fact that cheap shots are 
the easiest way to attract students, 
especially during Freshers’ week. 



There can be a real pressure to 
drink, and those who abstain are often 
labelled as “boring”. I made the 
decision to split my evenings between 
CU events and time with my 
flatmates, even if that meant carrying 
them home at sunrise. 

From that decision, not only did I 
have a fantastic Freshers’ week, but I 
had some awesome ‘God- 
conversations’ with those around me. 

So many people were amazed that I 
could have a great time without 
getting drunk, or that I was willing to 
serve people that I’d just met. Some 
even began to open up about the pain 



and fear that they were trying to 
drown in alcohol. 

We will never change our culture by 
cocooning ourselves in Christian 
bubbles. 

Blu-tacked to my door I have the 
following verse from the Message: ‘Go 
out into the world uncorrupted, a 
breath of fresh air in this squalid and 
polluted society. 

‘Provide people with a glimpse of 
good living and of the living God.’ 

So - anyone up for going out tonight? 

Naomi Howard is 19, attends St Aldates, Oxford and 
is a new undergraduate at Edinburgh University. 
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Please telephone or write for 
brochure or visit us at 

www.galician.co.uk 



Fullers UK Enterprises* 4 Brecktands, Stafham, Norfolk. NR 1 2 9DX 
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Christmas Feature 



Christmas is one of the major festivals 
celebrated around the world and just a 
quick look on the web brings up a whole 
lot of interesting details. Did you know 
for example that not all countries 
celebrate Christmas on 25th 
December? Our European neighbour, 
Austria is one of the first to start on 6th 
December. As can be expected from a 
country that was the birthplace of many 
of our favourite carols, the celebrations 
are very musical. Belgium also 
celebrates on 6th as well as 25th. The 
earlier celebration is dedicated to Saint 
Nicholas. 

Most places in the world 

celebrate with gifts and decorations and 
traditional meals. In Ghana the 
preparations can begin months before 
Christmas Day itself, which like ours 

falls on December 



schools and even complete neighbourhoods are dressed with 
decorations and lights. Families will try and meet up at the 
family home by Christmas Eve for a church service, which 
can be followed by processions in the streets with bands and 
dancing. 

In Denmark, the celebrations apparently start on 25th 
December with special Christmas lunches on the twelve 
following days and in nearby Latvia, gifts are given out on the 
twelve days of Christmas! 

is in common with the Greek Orthodox celebrations, which 
begin on 7th. 

There are so many differences between the celebrations 
across the world and surprisingly so many things remain the 
same. 

There will be light 
and decorations, 
usually gifts and 
above all thanks 
for God’s gift of his 
son the Christ 
Child. 



LIFE-CHANGING GIFTS 



BRAND NEW WORSHIP MUSIC AT 



\J 5 ME 






25th. People’s 
homes, vehicles, 



PLUS 



£9.97 OR LESS 



PHENOMENAL DVDS LIKE: 



LOUIE 6IGLI0 

How Great Is Our God 
£12.99 



LOUIE GIGLIO 

Indescribable 
£12.99 



holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 

Holy Socks 
Biblical Brollies 
Glory Golf Balls 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 

01671 40 40 43 



GREAT READS FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON: 



WILLIAM P, YOUNG 

The Shack 
fmP~£7v99 £6.99 



v ""'- - ... 



PLUS 



BUY NOW FROM 






MIKE PILAVACHI 
& ANDY CROFT 

Storylines 

£5.99 



OVER 17,000 OTHER BOOKS TO CHOOSE FROM 



Save 10% on Fair Trade 
Christmas gifts with this advert 

Hand-crafted Gifts 
Chocolates 
Stocking Fillers 
Christmas Cards 



Fairtrade 
at Sr. Michaels 

CI.OnilNG. GIFTS POOD HOMEWAUR 

A unique Fair Trade shop 
in the heart of Oxford 

St Michael at the North Gate, 
Commarket Street, Oxford 
(opposite The Works) 

www Tairtradeatstmichaeis .co .uk 



Infinite Adornments 

Christian Je\\:.effgry 

. \Vehs'ite £3 

wvvw.inf.co.uk 

.Vlarge range of M 

geWell^ry for^ll ftges pt 
Ifradeaecounts available' mm 

for .cluuvho and bookshops ... MMB 



Religious Cards 

Christmas Cards and Greetings 
Cards all with text 

From 22p to 40p each 
Please visit our website: 
www. ukchristiancards . com 
or phone 023 9259 1300 
Email: orders@ukchristiancards.com 

Christian Cards, 9 Murray Road, Homdean, 
Hampshire P08 9JE 




Your First Stop for Christian Books 



this Christmas is 



Official Bookshop of 
the Church of England 



CHURCH HOUSE 



BOOKSHOP 



31 Great Smith Street London SW1P 3BN 

Fax: 020 7340 9997 book$hop@chbookshop. co.uk 



Order online at www.chbookshop.co.uk or phone 020 7799 4064 
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Feature 






Meet our new 





From a forensic scientist to a snowboard instructor, 1 7 new deacons have been ordained by the Bishop of Oxford. You can 
read their biographies below. Please pray for them as they begin their ministry. ‘Pictures by KT Bruce’ 



Pamela Baker 

Blackbird Leys 

I will be serving in the parish of the 
Church of the Holy Family, Blackbird 
Leys. I have a daughter Elizabeth, son in 
law James and a gorgeous grandson 
Jude. 

Janet Bayly 

Schome Team 

My husband and I have been married 
for over 40 years and he has been my 
greatest 

supporter. We have three children and 
five grandchildren. I enjoy all aspects of 
ministry. 

John Bramhall 

Greenham St Mary 

I have been married to Carolyn for 30 
years and we have two adult children 
and a new daughter-in-law. We have all 
enjoyed a fruitful Christian ministry in 
the local church and wider community. 

Jackie Brown 

Newton Longuille and Mursley with 
Swanboume & Little Horwood and Drayton 
Parslow 

I am the proud mum of three grown up 
children, Stuart, Heather and Katie and 
am grandma to Ellie, aged four. I 
retired from a happy and rewarding 
career in teaching in 2003, having spent 
most of the time in nursery education. 

Janice Chilton 

Wallingford Team - Brightwell St Agatha 
I am married and have four children 
and four grandchildren. I was a teacher 



for most of my working life. I have 
always been involved with community 
activities as well as those that are church 
centred. I like reading, entertaining and 
am a member of the local Women’s 
Institute. 

James Cook 

St Nicholas , Newbury 
My wife Suzanne and I live in 
Hampstead Norreys. I have two married 
sons and two grandsons. My career as an 
accountant and general manager 
culminated with seven years as Deputy 
Managing Director of a cement 
company in Nigeria. 

Paul Gooding 

Grove 

I will be a curate serving in Grove. I am 
a teacher of Geography and my 
research has taken me to Spitsbergen, 
Iceland and Alaska. I also enjoy 
climbing and ski-ing in the Alps and 
work as a snowboard instructor and 
mountain leader on occasions. I am 
married. 

Brenda Harland 

Thatcham St Mary 

An ex-pat Geordie, teacher, mother, 
children’s leader and occasional 
Manchester United fan, I’ve lived in 
Thatcham since 1978 with husband 
John. Our two children were born and 
schooled in Thatcham and Newbury 
before university. 

Ann Harwood 

Winslow 



I’m new to the diocese. Originally a 
geographer, I spent a year in Uganda, 
returning to work in homelessness. I’ve 
lived in the East End for 12 years and 
worshipped at St James-the-Less, 

Bethnal Green. 

Jackie Lock 

High Wycombe All Saints 
Married to Pete for 41 years, we have a 
daughter Lis and a son, David. We have 
lived in High Wycombe for 34 years 
where I am a lay pastoral minister at All 
Saints. I look forward to continuing as 
assistant curate. 

Jennifer Locke 

Wexham 

I am married to Matthew. We have three 
daughters, Elspeth, Anna and Rowan, 
two sons-in-law, a grandson and a 
granddaughter. I shall be a part-time 
curate at St Mary’s, Wexham and 
continue as Head of Religious Studies 
at a London girls’ day school. 

Jane Manley 

Bracknell Team Ministry 
I am married to John and we have three 
children, David, Sarah and Paul. For 
the past year I have been working in the 
Communications department at Church 
House, Oxford and before that with the 
Back to Church Sunday national 
campaign and as secretary to an Area 
Dean. I now look forward to serving in 
Bracknell. 

Anthony Peabody 

Sulhamstead Abbots and Bannister with 



Ufton Nervet 

I come to ordination after a long 
journey through forensic science to 
ministry. From black sheep to sheep of a 
paler hue, from dark to light. I shall 
serve in the parish of St Mary’s, 
Sulhamstead Abbots, where I have also 
served as LLM. The future looks 
exciting. 

Alison Price 

Marston with Elsfield 

I shall be a part-time curate, continuing 
to lecture in mathematics education at 
Oxford Brookes University. I am 
married to Tony and we have four adult 
children. 

Nigel and Maggie Rode 

Chalfont St Peter and Hedsor w. Bourne End 
Last year we celebrated our Ruby 
Wedding together with our family of 
two sons and a daughter, all now 
married with five children. We feel very 
blessed that God has enabled us to both 
study and be ordained together. We now 
look forward to enriching each other by 
sharing experiences from our different 
benefices whilst also maintaining our 
accountancy practice in High Wycombe. 

Maggie Thorne: 

Earley St Peter 

Previously I have been a musician and 
psychotherapist, so I take am taking a 
variety of skills to Earley St Peter’s. I am 
looking forward to the challenges 
ministry will bring. I am married to 
Richard and we have two grown up 
children. 




Pictured with Bishop John above 
left are: 1. Paul Gooding 2. Janice 
Chilton 3. John Bramhall 4. James 
Cook 5. Jane Manley 6. Anthony 
Peabody 7. Brenda Harland 8. 
Margaret Thorne 




Pictured with Bishop John above 
right are: 1. Jacqueline Brown 2. 
Janet Bayly 3. Alison Price 
4. Jennifer Locke 5. Nigel Rode 6. 
Margaret Rode 7. Ann Harwood 
8. Pamela Baker 9. Jackie Lock 
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The Choir of Men and 
Boys of All Saints 
Church 



from Richmond, Virginia, USA 




PERFORMING A LUNCHTIME 
RECITAL AT: 

CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD 
FRIDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER - 1.00 PM 

The Choir of Men and Boys of All Saints 
Church is 110 year old institution in the city of 
Richmond. In the year 1899 , the choirmaster of 
All Saints , a church which used the model of the 
English cathedral: a choir which employs young 
boys with unchanged voices (to sing soprano) 
together with adult men who would create the 
harmony parts. Andrew Koebler, the present 
Organist and Choirmaster , is only the fourth 
person to hold this post. The choir has travelled 
to England on four previous tours, singing in 
Beckenham, Tonbridge and Hadlow. 

FREE ADMISSION - ALL WELCOME 

NEAR TO PARIS -EASY ACCESS 
INTENSIVE AND PART-TIME CLASSES 
SPECIAL SHORT SESSION IN APRIL 
SPECIAL SUMMER SESSION IN JULY 
OFFICIAL EXAM CENTRE 
HOUSING -CHILD CARE SERVICE 

www.lescedres.com 

Email: lescedres@gmail.com 
Tel: 00 33 169 300067 
Fax: 00 33 169 30 54 56 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01 235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 



Septic Tank / Cesspool 
emptying from £80 

Domestic / trade liquid waste 
removal and industrial cleansing 

For a friendly personal service 
call our free 24 hour hotline: 

0800 0285 942 

www.tes-ltd.co.uk 

•conditions apply 




Feature 



Helping couples 



Sarah Meyrick reports on the new advice and support 
available for couples wanting a traditional church wedding. 



LERGY FROM the 
Buckinghamshire Area 
spent a day at one of the 
county’s smartest wedding 
venues last month to learn 
how to make the most of church 
weddings. 

Buckinghamshire is a pilot area for a 
national scheme to promote marriage 
in church. Over the last year the 
Church of England’s Weddings Project 
has been working with local clergy and 
couples to find out more about their 
experience of church weddings - and 
to develop resources to help the 
Church do better. 

Weddings in Britain are currently at 
their lowest levels since records began. 
According to the Office for National 
Statistics, there were 237,000 weddings 
in England and Wales in 2006, a fall of 
nearly 9,000 on the previous year. Just 
22 per cent of the total take place in 
Anglican churches. 

This means the Church has a double 
challenge: to persuade couples to 
marry - and to do so in church. 
Otherwise it risks missing out on a core 
mission opportunity, and a significant 
source of income. 

At the training day at Hampden 
House, the project team shared the 
positive findings of some recent 
research: 53 per cent of the general 
population believes church weddings 
‘feel more proper’. A quarter of those 
who get married say that if they’d known 
they could have a church wedding, they 
would have. Four per cent admit this is 
because they like the building -but 29 
per cent say that they want to make their 
vows before God, and another 25 per 
cent say they want a ‘traditional 
wedding’. 

‘The research showed that people 
regard marriage very highly, and a huge 



number believe that church is the best 
place to make such big promises,’ said 
Gillian Oliver, from the project team. 

‘They recognise that there are some 
things about a church wedding you 
just can’t get anywhere else. But many 
non-churchgoing couples think they 
don’t qualify. We need to get the 
message out there that you are 
welcome to marry in church whether 
you’re christened or not, and whether 
or not you’re a churchgoer.’ 

The team reflected back what the 
clergy had told them: that weddings 
were a privilege and a delight, but they 
were anxious about the workload. There 
were fears that clergy in pretty historic 
churches could be overwhelmed. 

Couples, meanwhile, had reported that 
approaching the vicar was ‘scary’, and 
that it felt hypocritical to ask for a church 
wedding when they weren’t churchgoers, 
but that the wedding day itself scored ten 
out of ten for satisfaction. 

The project team say that one reason 
the number of weddings may be falling is 
that people now regard marriage as ‘the 
final frontier’, rather than the entry into 
adult life, and they are delaying, rather 
than rejecting marriage. But when they 
take that step, couples take their 
commitment and their vows very 
seriously. ‘People want something 
proper, special, and holy,’ the Revd Paul 
Bayes, from the project team, told the 
clergy. ‘We can offer this.’ 

Another striking finding was how few 
couples married in churches had any 
follow-up from the church afterwards - 
and how much the couples said they 
would welcome this. The team believes 
this is a missed opportunity: the warm 
glow about a church wedding soon 
fades unless it is sustained. 

The day ended with the unveiling of 
some resources created to help 



GOSPEL choir belted out O’ 
Happy Day as the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell, handed out 
chocolates to celebrate the fact it’s just 
got easier for couples to tie the knot in 
church. 

Despite the cold morning winds, 
everyone from children on their 
way to school, through to people on 
their way to work stopped to chat to 
the bishop about the Wedding 
Measure, which has removed the 
legal obstacles which many non 
churchgoers faced when getting 
married in church. 

The Wedding Breakfast event was at 
St Laurence’s Church, in Reading city, 
where Hannah and Wes Ireland are 
planning to marry this winter. 

The event was held on Wednesday, 



October 1, the day the Wedding 
Measure was introduced. 

For Hannah and Wes, getting 
married in the church they described 
as their spiritual home, was important. 

They were not put off by what many 
perceive to be the high cost of a church 
wedding, as they have preferred to add 
a personal touch to the big day, rather 
than spending thousands of pounds to 
get others to do it. 

‘We are turning the church into a 
Winter Wonderland with fairy lights 
and trees,’ says Hannah. ‘It’s going to 
be beautiful.’ 

Wes says: ‘Weddings can be quite 
lavish but not reflect the couple. 

‘It seemed a shame to spend 
thousands of pounds to not reflect our 
characters. Hannah’s mum has done 
all of the invitations, Hannah is doing 




churches care better for the couples 
from their first contact with the church 
to their first wedding anniversary. 

These include a ‘We do weddings’ 
poster for the church notice-board; a 
special welcome pack for couples; user 
friendly forms for tasks such as banns 
referral; an outline for a single session 
‘marriage workshop’; and 
congratulations and first anniversary 
cards, all of which the clergy are being 
encouraged to trial over the next year. 
There’s also a new website 
www.yourchurchwedding.org which 
allows couples to plan their wedding 
service. There’s a choice of press-and- 
play hymns, readings and prayers. The 
idea is that the couple can draft a 
service and take it along to the vicar 
for discussion. ‘This has been a 
fabulous opportunity to look at the 
Marriage Measure, to find out how we 
can make it easier for people to follow 
their spiritual instinct and get to know 
their local church,’ said the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson. 

‘The clergy want to be doing great 
weddings, but I’m aware that some are 
worried about the legislation and the 
workload. Anything that lowers that 
anxiety and gives them resources is 
helpful.’ 

The Revd Rosie Harper, Priest-in- 
Charge of Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden, is a 
champion for the project. She hopes 
that people will have their sense of 
vision in weddings rekindled. ‘Quite a 
lot of people think the occasional 
offices are drudgery and that the real 
mission opportunities are in Alpha 
when it’s just the opposite,’ she said. 

‘More than half of people in Britain 
go to a wedding during the course of a 
year: that’s incredible. We know that 
increasingly the majority of people are 
un-churched, but of their own free will 
they turn up to us for weddings. We 
should play to that strength.’ 



the bouquets, button holes and table 
decorations and we have a friend’s 
band playing at the reception. A 
friend’s company is doing the 
catering.’ 

Speaking at the event, Bishop 
Stephen said: ‘Yesterday it was only 
possible to get married in church if you 
lived in a parish or were on the 
electoral role. Today it just got easier. 

‘It’s about sociological change 
affecting our mission and ministry. 
‘Going back a couple of hundred 
years people were born, lived and 
died in the same place so there was 
no need for this. 

‘Now we have a very mobile society 
so we are carrying on doing what we 
have always done but recognising we 
live in a different kind of world.’ 

Jo Duckies 
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NEW WEDDING 
RULES 



Why has the law on 
marriage changed? 

General Synod decided that existing 
rules were too restrictive in a mobile 
society and took the initiative to change 
them in 2007. Following parliamentary 
approval, the Marriage Measure became 
law on 1 October 2008 

So what are the new 
rules? 

A couple can already marry in your 
church if one of them lives in the parish 
or one of them is on the church’s 
electoral roll. From 1 October, they can 
now also marry in your church if any of 
the following applies: 

■ One of them was baptised in the 
parish 

■ One of them was prepared for 
confirmation in the parish 

■ One of them has at any time lived in 
the parish for at least six months 

- One of them has at any time regularly 
attended normal church services for at 
least six months 

■ One of their parents has lived in the 
parish for at least six months (during the 
bride/groom’s lifetime) 

■ One of their parents has regularly 
attended normal church services for at 
least six months (during the 
bride/groom’s lifetime) 

■ One of their parents or grandparents 
was married in the parish. 

If none of the above applies, a couple 
can still marry in your church by Special 
Licence. 



What about divorcees? 

In the case of divorcees, if the couple 
wants to be remarried in your parish, but 
you cannot in conscience offer a full 
marriage service, you may refer them to 
another church where they have a 
connection. Alternatively, the option of a 
civil wedding followed by a Service of 
Prayer and Dedication remains. 




>uls of Prophesy Gospel Choir: Stephen Granville, Liz Oki, Jay Kamiraz, Vic Bynoe, and Michael Kenton at St Laurence’s Church, Reading. 



To advertise in The Door 
call 01 752 225623 



College Student to assist older 
retired professional to throughly 
deep clean her home once 
per month for a few hours. 

Must be highly intelligent. 

Pay raise after training. 
Pleasant surroundings. Central Oxford 
Telephone: 0 1 865 722087 




CROFT DESIGN 

Ecclesiastical Outfitters 




Secure online purchasing at 
www.croftdesign.co.uk 



Save 10% 
on all our 
online 
stole 
designs 

Use discount 
code CD10 
offer ends 
31/12/2008 



2 The Bull Ring, Tel. 01952 727632 
Much Wenlock, sales@croftdesign.co.uk 

Shropshire TF1 3 6HS. www.croftdesign.co.uk 




TOWCESTER & NORTHAMPTON 

-A family profession for over 1 75 years - 



Downsizing ? Moving Parish ? 

Got something to sell ? 

• Monthly Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables 
Sales (Towcester) 

• Twice Monthly General Sales (Northampton) 

• Regular Specialist Sales (Towcester) 

• Valuation, Probate, House Clearance 

• 8000 sq ft salerooms with parking 

• Fully catalogued & internet integrated sales 

• Local, National & International advertising 

• Collection & Delivery arranged 

• Entries always invited - Monday - Friday 
9am-3pm 

• Entries from our ecliastical customers 
particularly welcome 

• Call us on 01327 359595 



It has never been easier to sell at auction. We take 
care of everything and make sure your items is 
displayed, catalogued, advertised and sold as well 
as possible. As the Midland’s largest Auction House, 
you can be assured you’re in safe hands.’ 



If you have something to sell, call us on 
01327359595 or 01604 712945 
Come to your local Auction Home 
and sell to the world! 

www.jphumbertauctioneers.com 

The Towcester Salesrooms, Burcote Road, 
Towcester NN12 6TF 
Tel: 01327 359595 Fax: 01327 352038 
The Nothampton Salerooms, Freehold Street, 
Northampton NN2 6EW 
Tel: 01604 712945 Fax: 01604 712945 



+ 
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AUTOSAVE.. OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO CHURCHES AND CHARITIES 



ORDERS NOW 
BEING TAKEN! 



2004 04 CITREON PICASSO 
1.6 HDI DESIRE 

FROM ONLY 



2007 07 FORD GALAXY 
2.0TDCI ZETEC 

FROM ONLY £15,999 



£ 4,999 



SAVE £7,791 



NO RISK, HASSLE FREE BENEFITS... 



• Choose from hundreds of new & used makes & models • HPI/VMC mileage and history check 

• Minimum 12 months parts and labour warranty • FREE nationwide delivery to your door I 

• Minimum 12 months roadside assistance • FREE Accident Management Scheme ■ 




Call: 0845 122 69021 AUTOSAVE + 

or visit: www.autosave.co.uk I »- ■ 



the UK’s leading 
Christian weekly 



each week, the 
Church Times 
continues to bring 
you better news, 
comment and 
analysis on issues 
that matter to 
you — UK and 
abroad 



for a FREE sample copy please quote reference B8DOOR4 and 
simply clip the coupon and send to Church Times, G J Palmer & 
Sons Ltd, FREEPOST RRXU-BXXR-ACTS, London EC I A 9PN 
phone 0 1 502 711 171; email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 

Name .... •# — 

Address 

Postcode 

Email bsdoom 



CHURCH TIMES 

I.KK km MUlwAiwni* 0 4 




going beyond dialogue murdered in Russia 

<cuxrd-te>th nutri Hge >«mcmber>ng Fi 



The Doorpost 

Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in November 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the December 2008 issue is 10 November. 



Saturday 1/Sunday 2 



ASTON TIRROLD: Autumn Mists 
Quiet Day led by the Revd Brenda 
Woods at Aston Tirrold URC, Spring 
Lane on Saturday. For more information 
call 01 235 850423. 

OXFORD: St Michael’s, Lonsdale 
Road, on Saturday, sale event in aid of 
USPG, 10am - 2pm. 

AMERSHAM: St Michael and All 
Angels Sunday, Fresh expressions 
worship with imaginative use of liturgy, 
music and teaching, using stillness to 
draw close to God. 



STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, Park 
Road, 1 0am - noon, Journey of Love; 
Blessed are the poor in heart. 

OXFORD: 1 2.30, lunchtime talk at St 
Giles’ Church, Oxford. Elizabeth 
Longrigg on Children and Jane Austen. 
Admission free, retiring collection. 

B LETCH LEY: Churches Together 
Women’s World Day of Prayer annual 
coffee morning/bring and buy sale at 
Queensway Methodist Church Hall, 

1 0am - noon. 



PANGBOURNE: The Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne 
College, Pangbourne, Reading. Floral 
Art Demonstration We Are Sailing by 
Glenis Smith, NAFAS Area 
Demonstrator. Musical prelude by 
Pangbourne College, 7.30 to 1 0pm. 
Tickets £8 on the door, free parking. 

OXFORD: Unicorn Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 Canterubury 
Road, North Oxford, 1 2.30pm. Coffee 
provided, bring your own lunch. 1 - 
2pm, Andrew Hope, England’s 
Heretics - The Lollards. 

READING: Organ recital by David Hill 
at St Mary’s Minster, 1 pm. 

Saturday 8/Sunday 9 



OXFORD: Hola - Spanish Song at St 
Giles, Oxford at 19:30 
A recital of Spanish songs and piano 
music - Nicola Harrison and Guy 
Newbury. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints, Castle 
Street, organ recital with Paul Carr at 
noon. 

MILTON KEYNES: Christ the King 
Church, Beauty from Ashes, teaching 



Restoring Hope - Practical 
Responses to HIV and AIDS in Sub- 
Saharan Africa. Tuesday, November 
11 at St Anne’s College, Woodstock 
Road, Oxford. Chaired by the Bishop of 
Oxford, this is a forum for bringing 
together experts and volunteers 
interested in addressing problems 
associated with HIV/AIDS in Southern 
Africa. Registration £10 including 
refreshments and lunch. For more 
information call 01865 375916. 

Transport - A Journey to a Fairer 
Future conference at the Church of 
Christ The Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes. Saturday 22 November. 1 0am 
Christian Ecology Link Members 
Meeting. 1 0.30 onwards, main 
conference. For more information 
contact David Miller on 01908 377376 
or email david@millersofmk.co.uk. 



from Jennifer Rees Larcombe. Coffee 
at 9.30am, event, 1 0am - 4pm. Tickets 
£5 from Sheila on 01 908 502859. 

OXFORD: Study Day at the St 
Theosevia Centre, 2 Canterbury Road, 

1 0.30am on Saturday. Pilgrimage: 

Inner and Outer Adventure at 1 0.30am. 

OXFORD: Facing Shame conference 
with Paul Goodliff, of Oxford Christian 
Institute for Counselling, at Headington 
Baptist Church on Saturday. For 
information call 01 865 308889. 

Thursday 13 



OXFORD: 1 2:30 talk at St Giles, 
Oxford, Charles Dickens and 
childhood. Speaker: Dr David Grylls. 
Admission Free - retiring collection. 

NEWBURY: Organ recital by 
Jonathan Holl at St Nicholas Church, 
Newbury at 1 .1 Opm. 

STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, Park 
Road, Looking for What is Not Easily 
Seen, 1 0am to 1 2.30pm. 



COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church, 
Rejoice in the Lord Service of music 
and reflection, 6.30pm - 7pm on 
Sunday. 

Thursday 20 



OXFORD:1 2:30, lunchtime talk at St 
Giles Church, Oxford, on Charles 
Dickens and Childhood. Speaker Dr 
David Grylls, Admission free, retiring 
collection. 

STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, Park 
Road, 1 0am - 1 2.30pm. Journey of 
Love, The New Heaven. 

Friday 21 



OXFORD: Unicorn Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 Canterbury 
Road, North Oxford. Coffee 1 2.30pm, 
bring own lunch. 1 - 2pm, Dr Edward 
Baily, What is Implicit Religion? 

THAME: Celebrating John Milton, an 
illustrated talk by Simon Baynes to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of 
the birth of England’s great epic poet. 
7.45pm admission free at St Mary’s 
Church. For more details ring 01 844 
213673. 

Saturday 22/Sunday 23 



OLNEY: St Peter & St Paul on 
Saturday, Kings Chamber Orchestra 
‘Russian Adventure’ Children's 



Doing Justice to Spirituality: In the 

21 st century the challenges surrounding 
what we have come to call globalisation 
and finding a spirituality which supports 
this are key concerns. This conference 
takes place on Thursday, November 1 3, 
1 0.30am to 4pm at The Priory, 
Begbroke, Kidlington. Cost is £30 for 
individuals or £50 for organisations. A 
deposit of £10 should be sent to 
Barbara Doutfire, 6 Meadow Walk, 
Woodstock, Oxon, 0X20 1NR. For 
more information email 

bdoubtfire@googlemail.com or 

rosemary.tucker@btinternet.com. 

Quiet Spaces evenings: Saturday 
November 29, 7.30 to 9.30pm at 
Dorchester Abbey. Quietness is a rare 
commodity in the 21 st century. Everyone 
is invited to absorb the sacred space 
within the abbey walls. 



Concert at 3pm. (Bring a teddy) 
‘Russian Nights’ - Tchaikovsky, Borodin 
etc. at 7.30pm Tickets at the door, or 
phone 01 234 241 1 09. 

READING: Organ recital, Singscape 
at Douai Abbey, Saturday at 7.45pm. 

COOKHAM: Holy Trinity, on Sunday, 
Compline by Candlelight, 6.30 - 7pm. 

OXFORD: Study day at the St 
Theosevia Centre, 2 Canterbury Road, 
Oxford, 1 0.30am. Christians in the 
Middle East in Homeland and 
Diaspora. Speakers, Dr Sebastian 
Brock, Dr David Taylor and Anthony 
O’Mahoney. 

Thursday 27 



OXFORD: 1 2.30, lunchtime talk at St 
Giles, Oxford. Tim Brighouse on taking 
stock of childhood and school. 

OXFORD: Christ Church, Oxford 
Retired Clergy Association. Coffee in 
the Priory Room at 1 0.1 5am. Theme 
‘The Life and Times of John Milton’ with 
The Revd Simon Baynes. 

STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, Park 
Road, 1 0am. Faithful Love, with the 
Revd Beryl Stannard. This session will 
end with a celeration of the Eucharist 
at noon. 



FINGEST: 10.15am healing service 
with laying on of hands and anointing 
at Holy Communion. For more details 
call 01491 571231. 

ASTON TIRROLD: Centre for 
Reflection Advent Quiet Day with the 
Revd Keith Green. Cost £20 including 
a light lunch. To book ring 01 235 
850423 or email 
coordinator@reflect.freeuk.com. 



Saturday 2Bf Sunday 30 



HEMPTON: St John’s, Christmas 
bazaar, 11am. 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: Michael 
and All Angels, Sycamore Road, 6pm, 
Sunday, Advent Antiphons starting in 
near darkness and using candles to 
journey into light. 

COOKHAM: Advent Carol Service by 
Candlelight, 6.30pm, Sunday, at Holy 
Trinity Church. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 

1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am; 1 pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 
01865 276155 
Cathedral Secretary: 

sally-ann.ford@chch.ox.ac.uk 

vwvw.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Courses & special events 
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26-30 Jan 2009 (Mon-Fri) Sailing with Paul 



30 Jan - iFeb 2009 (Fri-Sun) Healing wounded history 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeino. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

bnpat@brialdon@freeserve.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www, urolstenhomes. co. uk 



L ee O Abbey 



Christen Community 



Directory 



PILGRIMAGES 
TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 

ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 

www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • LATA 



Insurance 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

we have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

AUTUMN SPECIAL OFFER 
£20 OFF ANY ANNUAL POLICY 

For more information and 

details please call ~ j 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



Come on a virtual cruise with Paul, picking up ideas and 
challenges for our own lives and churches on the way! Led by 
David Widdows who has been Chaplain at Lee Abbey since 2006. 
4 nights from £204 full board 



Just thinking about that holiday 



t0 c>rshif f CMXTIVIty S P /J £ ^ ^ ™ 
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Using scripture and our own stories, Russ Parker, who is the Director 
of the Acorn Christian Healing Foundation, will help us learn how to bring 
healing to those particular stories that prevent us growing into wholeness. 
2 nights from £120 full board 



To see our full programme visit 

www.leeabbey.org.uk 
or call 0800 389 11 89 



Holidays at Home 


GATWICK 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 




SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



We all need a break from time to time. A chance to get away from the 
pressures of everyday life, to relax and do something different. It could be 
that you've already decided on a winter break or you may even be looking 
towards the spring or summer of next year but if not the Directory pages 
offer advertising from a wide range of holiday providers. 

There are of course the ever popular tours and cruises to the Holy Land and 
other places featured in the Bible, but other sunny climes beckon us to visit 
them, whilst holidays at home are just as enjoyable with a lot less travelling. 
All sorts of quiet activity holidays are held with a Christian theme at Retreats 
and Christian hotels throughout the country. Do consider them if you have 
not done so as yet. 

For young families the seaside may still be very 

attractive and walking holidays are also appealing. 



Holidays Abroad 



ISRAEL 

Let the bible come alive 
Tour with Chris & Lindy Hill 
11, 13 & 15 day tours 
Brochure Tel: 

01763 272210 
Email: 

clbibletours@btinternet.com 

www.clministries.org.uk 





Experienced Tour Manager 

9 nights halfboard 

Twin-centre - fully escorted holiday 

Includes 6 excursions - see the delightful 

Trulli Houses at Alberobello 

- Gallipoli 

- Lecce 

- Capo Santa Maria di Leuca & Otranto 

- Alberobello 

- Vieste & Peschici 

- Monte Sant’Angelo 
Optional 5 night extension 
Scheduled flights with British Airways 



Departure Dates & Prices 

2009 



Price Per Person 



Prices are based on the shared occupancy of twin or double rooms with 
private facilities. 



Complimentary VIP 
Airport Lounge Pass 

[Terms & conditions apply 



March from 




£789 


April, October from 




£844 


May from 




£884 


June, July, September from 




£874 


August from 




£894 
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DEPARTS 17 JANUARY 2009 j FROM DOVER j 
PRICES FROM £648 



To entertain you throughout this cruise to Iberia and North Africa, 

Colin Bryantt and the Hot Rhythm Orchestra will be serving up a 

host of Jazz and dance music from the 1920s, '30s and '40s. Music made 

famous by such greats as Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington and Glenn Miller. 



JANUARY 2009 



1000 

0800 

0900 

0800 

0800 



DEP 

PM 

1700 

1500 

1700 

1800 

1800 



DESTINATION 

Dover 

Cruising 

La Coruna, Spain 
Cruising 

Tangier, Morocco 

Lisbon, Portugal 

Cruising 

Bilbao, Spain 

La Pallice (La Rochelle), 

France 

Cruising 

Dover 



Inside cabin from £648 
Outside Cabin from £781 
Single Cabin from £1063 



&4rts 



CLUB 



BL032 
DATE 
Sat 17 
Sun 18 
Mon 19 
Tue20 
Wed 21 
Thu 22 
Fri 23 
Sat 24 
Sun 25 

Mon 26 
Tue27 



A stop in the delightful Galician city of La Coruna allows time to explore the 
wonderful 19th century architecture of Avenida de la Marina; or take a tour to 
Santiago de Compostela with its revered 11th century Baroque cathedral. Tangier 
beautifully blends several cultures; explore the Medina with its Grand Mosque and the 
intriguing Kasbah where you can indulge in January sales with a difference. In Bilbao 
visit the futuristic and World famous Guggenhier 
design really catches the eye. From La Rochelle take a tour 
exploring the Labyrinth of canals in Poitou 
Marshland; Romanesque pleasures in Saintes; 
the renowned military architecture of St Marting 
de Re; or the atmospheric cellars in Cognac. 



Free parking in Dover 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 



This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Fred Olsen Cruises 
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Profound impact of 
deep theology 

By Graham Winterbourne 



The Shack 

William P Young 

Hodder and Stoughton: 
£7.99 




N ot one for Christian fiction I was 
surprised when a friend and 
mentor recendy pressed a copy of 
The Shack upon me. 

I didn’t think it was his type of reading 
either. The message he wrote me inside 
the front cover was more compelling than 
Eugene Peterson’s on the outside: ‘This 
book has the potential to do for our 
generation what John Bunyan’s Pilgrim's 
Progress did for his.’ 

Force fed Bunayn as a child, I found his 
allegory uninspiring, if not irrelevant, and 
have always been wary of saying to anyone 
‘You must read this.’ But such was my 
friend’s encouragement and such is my 
regard for him that I followed his advice 
and persevered through the opening 
pages, until I was hooked. 

After three days I had read all 248 
pages. Without giving too much away, the 
central character suffers anguish and 
horror as bad as any of us can imagine, 
and his faith is rocked to the core. Time 



passes but God doesn’t and our hero 
finds himself compelled to visit the shack 
of the title, where it turns out his 
nightmare was centred. 

What then unfolds is an encounter with 
God which speaks loudly of the 
relationships unique to Christianity. The 
developing story explores theology as 
deep and challenging as you’ll find in 
many a textbook: Trinity, suffering, 
redemption and more. 

And my friend’s message? ‘Don’t be 
surprised when God invites you to the 
place of your deepest pain in order to 
spend time with you.’ This not only 
summarises the storyline, but proved 
prophetic for me. 

Rarely has a book had such a profound 
impact on me, sparking memories and 
thoughts I could only share with God. 
Whether that tells you more about me 
than The Shack you can only find out one 
way... 



Win a copy of Sir Roy Strong’s book 



THE Door has three copies of A Little History of the English Country Church to 
give away. 

To win a copy send your name and address to Little History, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB by 
November 7. The winners will be randomly drawn after that date. 




Church’s challenge 
on sex and sexuality 

By Anne Lee 



T he challenge facing today’s Church 
is not homosexuality, but sexuality. 
How we use and abuse that greatest 
of gifts which God has given us. This book 
describes the journey of one individual, 
Jeremy Marks, as he tries to make sense of 
his own sexuality as a homosexual 
Christian, within the Church. 

His starting point was that same-sex 
sexual attraction is a sin, not only same- 
sex sexual behaviour, and he describes 
his setting up of Courage in 1988, a 
ministry to homosexuals predicated on 
the ‘ex-gay’ model. After many years of 
trying to help gay Christians change their 
orientation, he realised that his real 
ministry is in discipling homosexual 
Christians, to help them accept and 
understand themselves, accepting that 
we are all made in the image of God. We 
all, as Christians, are in need of 
encouragement and understanding. We 
are all in danger of ‘getting it wrong’, of 
misunderstanding the message of Jesus 
Christ, of falling short of the goal Jesus 
set us. 

For many Christians, this book will be 
uncomfortable, and some will be unable 



1 §, 

Arts 



Exchanging the truth of 
God for a Lie 

Jeremy Marks 

Courage: £7.99 



to accept the conclusions Marks draws. 
This is an important book which needs 
to be read with love, compassion and a 
desire to explore what God is saying to us 
about sex, love and relationships. 

Marks’ pastoral heart and gifts, and 
desire to present the good news to a 
broken world shines from every page. 

His title comes from Romans 1:25. His 
implicit thesis is that the Church has 
misunderstood what that truth is and has 
locked us into a false understanding of 
sex and sexuality which imprisons all 
Christians from enjoying a close 
relationship with God, as the people God 
created us to be. 

Whatever our views on homosexuality 
we need to grapple with the ideas and 
stories Marks is giving us, if only to help 
us explore with greater understanding 
what God is saying about sexuality. 

Marks has done us a service in giving us 
a window on a world many of us know 
little about, which can only serve to 
inform us and therefore help our 
responses to the real world of broken 
men and women of which we are all a 
part. 






departures 
available fror 



Your hotels 



Excursions and visits 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. Iw 



Alpine Winter Spectacular 



Enjoy picturesque scenery and a ride on the dramatic 
Swiss Glacier Express train. Local 



the old town and admire the Hofburg 
Palace, St. James’ Cathedral and the 
famous Golden Roof building, which 
is a testimony to Innsbruck’s former 
prominence under the Habsburgs of 
the 1 5th century. Nowadays 
Innsbruck’s fame revolves around its 
importance as a winter sports 
destination and on our visit to the site 
of the 1 964 and 1 976 Winter 
Olympics you can admire the 
courage of the jumpers. It’s even 
more frightening than it looks on TV! 
Day 4 Bregenz and Lindau 
(included). At the crossroads of 
Germany, Switzerland, Liechtenstein 
and Austria, Bregenz’s Roman roots 
date back to before the 7th century. 
The peninsula of Lindau, on Lake 
Constance, is a former free Imperial 
city and a water-lover’s paradise. Its 
most striking landmark is the marina 
entrance, with its beautiful white 
lighthouse on the south and a lion 
statue on the north. 

Day 5 The Swiss Glacier 
Express (optional). You can travel 
between Austria and Switzerland by 
coach or you can choose to take an 
exhilarating ride on the Glacier 



What’s included? 

• Local joining points 

Call for full details 

• Travel by luxury Silver 
Service coach 

• 7 nights’ accommodation 
with breakfast and 5 
evening meals 

• 2 excursions 

• Porterage in all hotels 

• Smaller more personal 
group 

Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 
Extras • Optional excursions • Single room 
supplement £129 



You’ll stay for three nights at the 
4-star Weisses Kreuz Hotel in 
Feldkirch and two nights at the 
3 -star Hotel Krone in Giswil. 
Overnight stays in Belgium and the 
Paris area are in city-style hotels. 



Day 



Day 2 



Your holiday at 
a glance 

Local departure then 
onwards to Belgium for 
an overnight stay. 
Continue south to 
Feldkirch, Austria, for 
a 3 -night stay. B.D 
Innsbruck. B,D 
Bregenz and 
Lindau. B,D 

Travel to Switzerland for 
a 2-night stay. En-route 
you can ride the Swiss 
Glacier Express. B,D 
Lucerne, Brienz and 
Interlaken. S,D 
To the outskirts of Paris 
for an overnight stay. B 
To Calais and return 
home. B 

Induded Meals: 8= Breakfast, 0= Dinner 



Day 5 

Day 6 
Day 7 
Day 8 



Day 3 Innsbruck (included). 
During our full-day excursion to the 
capital of the Tyrol you can explore 



Express from Chur to Andermatt. 
This rail ride will take you through 
unforgettable scenery as it climbs to 
the summit of the Oberalp Massif. 
Enjoy breathtaking views through 
quaint mountain towns, seeing the 
Rhine River as a mountain stream. 
The optional train ride must be 
purchased at the time of booking in 
order to guarantee your seat 
reservation. Price £35 per person. 
Day 6 Lucerne (included). 

Morning visit to Lucerne, one of 
Leger’s most popular destinations. 
The town features medieval squares, 
frescoed houses, churches and 
chapels. In the afternoon join our 
optional excursion to Brienz and 
Interlaken. An afternoon scenic 
drive over the Brunig Pass takes us to 
1 000-year-old Brienz, a Bernese 
Oberland resort on the banks of Lake 
Brienz, where the local church dates 
back to the 1 2th century. We then 
travel around the lake shores to the 
ski resort of Interlaken. 



Take a ride on the famous 
Swiss Glacier Express . 



8 days from £499 

Departing 

1 March 2009 
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Second move in four yens 




Insurance is 
something 
to savour lor 
missionaries 

CHRISTIANS who embark on missions trips 
will be able to rest easy - thanks to a new 
insurance service created by Kingdom Bank. 

Salt Insurance has been set up to offer 
emergency medical and travel insurance to 
those who go far and wide on missions. 

Salt Insurance, an appointed representative 
of Christian bank Kingdom Bank Limited, has 
been put together by a team with more than 1 0 
years of experience of insurance for the mis- 
sion world. 

Director and Deputy Chief Executive of 
Kingdom Bank, Chris Sheldon, said: “The 
majority of travel insurance policies on offer 



Wi' Salt Insurance 

.Short Ltwujht-er *Vt TVft\/?L 

do not cover the kind of situations that those 
on missions trips find themselves in. 

“We recognised there was a need for such 
insurance and Salt Insurance was born.” 

He explained that for anyone buying off- 
the-shelf cover from a high street provider 
may find themselves inadequately covered if 
a problem arose. 

“For example, most insurance policies will 
state that they do not provide cover for work- 
ing,” said Chris. “Many volunteers will be 
going on missions to help in work, and even 
if someone fell from a ladder cleaning a win- 
dow, they wouldn’t be covered by their policy 
from most insurance companies.” 

As well as cover for working, services from 
Sait - w hich stands for Short and Long-term 
Travel - include competitive premiums for 
individuals or groups who go on single, multi 
and annual mission trips. 



WHEN Edinburgh’s Destiny Church 
needed help to buy a building for its 
rapidly growing congregation. Kingdom 
Bank provided the answer. 

And it was the second time in four years 
that the bank was able to step in to offer a 
mortgage solution that suited the church. 

Destiny Church started out in 1998 when it 
began life in a flat, before moving to a school 
in 2000. As membership started to grow, 
church leaders decided to find a building to 
allow the congregation to increase further. 

Pastor Peter Anderson explained: “It was 
an awesome move of God. We needed to find 
a building and I was in Leith, which is at the 
north of Edinburgh, and I prayed about our 



need.” Little did Pastor Anderson realise 
that his prayer was made outside the build- 
ing which would later become the first real 
‘home’ of Destiny Church. 

The former Turkish baths - which had 
also been a cinema and Pentecostal church 
- was the perfect answer. 

“It was on the market for £250,000. 
Everyone at Kingdom Bank was extremely 
helpful. We bought the building, which seats 
230 people, but we were planning on a bigger 
congregation,” said Pastor Anderson. Over 
four years, those plans came to fruition, 
and by 2006, more than 300 were attending 
Destiny Church. 

Pastor Anderson and his leadership team 



- mostly in their 20s - started to hold two 
morning services and realised it was time to 
find a new place to worship as last year, the 
congregation grew to beyond 400 people. 

Again, God answered Pastor Anderson’s 
prayers, but this time he was standing out- 
side a 900-seat disused cinema. 

“The grace of God is incredible and this 
time I w'as in Gorgie, on the other side of Ed- 
inburgh, when I prayed that he help us find a 
new building,” said Pastor Anderson. 

As he walked past the former cinema, he 
didn’t know that it would soon be put on the 
market. With a price of £900,000, the build- 
ing met the needs of Destiny Church, so 
Kingdom Bank was contacted again. During 



* 




Profits are 
handed to 



charities 



Kingdom Bank staff with letters of thanks from charities who received cash gifts 



KINGDOM Bank has handed 
out £87,000 of its profits to 
charities and churches - and 
has long term plans to give 
away £1 million. 

The bank revealed the 
generous gifts after reporting 
operating profits of £222,000 
last year. It reported 35 per 
cent growth last year, and plans 
even greater growth this year. It 
saw more than 550 new Christian 
Savings Direct accounts opened 
last year, and employed three new 
people at its head office. 

Deputy Chief Executive Chris 
Sheldon said the bank was delight- 



ed to be able to increase the amount 
of gifts to charities and churches, 
many of which are chosen by its 
employees. 

He said: “Although the board 
chooses where the main gifts go to, 
we ensure each of our employees 
get the chance to support one of 



their causes.” One of the recipients, 
relief and development agency 
Tearfund, said their gift would be 
used to help vulnerable people in 
poverty. 

A spokeswoman said: “We are 
very grateful to Kingdom Bank for 
their gift.” 



Homeless project is a 



ORGANISERS behind a hous- 
ing project for the homeless 
say the personal service they 
received from Kingdom Bank 
exceeded their expectations. 

Members of Scunthorpe’s 
New Life Church ap- 
plied for a mortgage 
when they decided to 
buy a bed and break- 
fast to turn it into The 
Lighthouse homeless 
scheme. 

Pastor Russ West- 
field said a lot of dona- 
tions were received to 
help the ambitious 13-bedroom 
project, but a mortgage was 
still needed to fund about two- 
thirds of the scheme. 

He said: “We did speak to 



a couple of banks who were 
not very helpful. They may 
have given us a mortgage, but 
we would have had a lot of 
hoops to jump through. I don’t 
think they were interested in 
the ethos behind 
our work and I 
think they prob- 
ably found it off- 
putting.” 

But after King- 
dom Bank was 
approached, Pas- 
tor Westfield said 
he was delighted 
to receive a personal visit from 
two advisors from the bank. He 
explained: “They came for a 
whole morning to visit the site 
before we bought it. They were 




Pastor Russ Westfield 
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interested in how it would 
be used; it was not just about 
lending money.” 

And Pastor Westfield 
said he also felt confident 
when calling Kingdom 
Bank: “With other banks, 
you don't know who you 
will speak to. When you call 
Kingdom Bank you know 
that you wilt talk to someone 
who is interested and who 
understands the project.” 
Since The Lighthouse 
opened last October to 
provide accommodation for 
‘hard to house’ people in 
North Lincolnshire, it has 
had an average occupancy 
rate of 97 per cent ~ the 
original plan was 80 per 



The 

Lighthouse 

project 



people’s heads. It’s about 
helping them with seif 
esteem and the life skills 
centre will cover subjects in 
a wide range of skills, from 
advice on substance abuse 
to cooking. 



cent. Pastor Westfield said 
the second phase of the 
project had begun, where a 
life skills centre will be cre- 
ated in a garage block. 

He added: “It’s not just 
about putting a roof over 



the life of the first mortgage, the church had 
swapped to another bank, but church lead- 
ers decided Kingdom Bank was the answer 
to prayers. 

Pastor Anderson said: “We would have 
had difficulty without Kingdom Bank. The 

• advantage of Kingdom Bank is that the de- 
posit is lower and they give a longer term for 
repayment which makes it affordable. It was 
£1,500 a month less than another bank!” 
The friendly, quality service offered by 
Kingdom Bank is something Pastor An- 
derson and his team is delighted with. He 
said: “The process was superb and Chris 
was very supportive. Like when we got our 
first mortgage, there is a real personal touch 



and 1 always get the sense that everyone at 
Kingdom Bank is really routing for us ” 

Pastor Anderson and his young team are 
now working hard at getting the new build- 
ing open. 

With more plans of expansion, the church 
has decided to keep the Leith building and 
hold two morning and evening services at 
both sites once the Gorgie building opens. 

Pastor Anderson added: “We carried out 
research and found that people who come 
to church are either from Leith or Gorgie, 
so we think it’s better to have a building in 
each area. 

“We plan to keep growing and always 
target the unchurched.” 



What churches need to 
know about borrowing 



TAKING out a loan of any kind isn’t some- 
thing that should be entered into lightly. It 
isn’t a ‘quick fix’ for a financial problem, but 
can be a sensible solution in the context of 
longer-term budget-planning. 

Those who are responsible for planning 
the church’s finances need to be confident 
of church members’ ability and willingness 
to give enough to cover the loan repayments 
before they commit to borrow money. As with 
personal finances, planning is crucial in order 
to avoid debt problems. 

When borrowing enables the church to 
provide better facilities, which mean a job 
can be done more professionally, a loan can 
be the right solution. For example, if a church 
is planning a major new project such as the 
setting up of a coffee shop, borrowing money 
can make a huge difference in the quality of 
service that caf6 provides to the local commu- 
nity. Rather than ‘making 
do’, borrowing a modest * 

amount could mean new, 
matching furniture and 
perhaps a uniform for the 
staff, professionally printed 
menus, etc. 

When it accompanies 
thorough planning and is car- 
ried out strategically, this sort 
of investment tells the com- 
munity that the church isn’t 
concerned with cutting comers 
and saving money at all costs. 

Instead it declares that they 
are providing a high-quality 
service to the community and have 
something worthwhile to offer. 

Although borrowing is useful to kick- 
start a project when existing funds won’t 
stretch to cover the cost, it shouldn’t be used 
as a substitute for the financial support of 



BY CHRIS SHELDON 

Director and Deputy Chief Executive of Kingdom Bank 

church members. Regular giving is a vital 
(and biblical) part of church life and it is right 
that church members and those controlling 
the church budget are mutually accountable 
members for their giving, and treasurers for 
their spending! 

The Bible has a lot to say about our use of 
money, and two of the primary messages are 
to be wise and generous. Blessing is often as- 
sociated with generosity: 

• ‘Good comes to those who lend money 
generously and conduct their business fairly’ 
(Psalm 1 12:5, NLT). 

# ‘All the Lord’s followers often met togeth- 
er, a* J they shared everything they had. They 
would sell their property and possessions and 
give the money to whoever needed it. Day 
after day they met together in the temple. 
They broke bread together in different homes 

and shared their food happily and 
freely, while praising God. Eve- 
ryone liked them, and each day 
the Lord added to their group oth- 
ers who were being saved’ (Acts 2: 
44-47, CEV). 

• ‘Give generously... and do so 
without a grudging heart; then because 
of this the Lord your God will bless 
you in all your work and in every- 
thing you put your hand to’ (Deuter- 
onomy 15:1.0, N I V). 

If these verses summarise the at- 
titude of a church, borrowing should 
be straightforward, because those 
planning for the repayments can 
count on the money arriving on 
time. It can even be a joy to borrow 
as a church sees the faithfulness of members 
in repaying a debt and enjoying the facility 
that their money has provided. 



Where savings 
build churches 

Christian Savings • DIRECT* 

Suitable for individuals, churches, charities and trusts. 

Whether you re saving a lump sum as an investment or need 
instant access, we have the account for you. 

Church Mortgages - DIRECT* 

We specialise in assisting UK Churches & Charities, whether you 
need to buy, build, extend or develop. Our specialists understand 
your income and can guide you every step of the way. 

Church Insurance * DIRECT* 



We offer a range of insurance including church and charity 
insurance, trustee indemnity insurance and minibus insurance 
... contact us for our full range. 



Call today on 
0115 921 7250 



# Kingdom Bank 

v where savings build churches 

www.kingdombank.co.uk 



Kingdom Bank limited, registered in tngland and Wales No 4346834. Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
Kingdom Sank limited, Ruddington Fields Business Park. Mere Way. Ruddmgton, Nottingham NG1 1 6JS 
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* Lisbon 



Madeira 



omera!** Lanzarote 
Tenerife Gran Canaria 



Free Parking at Dover 

Inside Cabin £808 per person 
Outside Cabin £973 per person 
Single Cabin £1323 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Fred Olsen Cruises 
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DEPARTS 4 JANUARY 2009 j FROM DOVER | 13 NIGHTS 
PRICES FROM £808 

This warming cruise to the magical Canaries is accompanied by the longest 
running band in pop music - The Drifters, whose chart successes have included 
the timeless 'Under the Boardwalk', 'On Broadway', 'Save the Last Dance for 
Me' and 'Saturday Night at the Movies'. 



Explore Lisbon's Moorish medieval Alfama District by tram as it winds its way through 
a labyrinth of narrow streets to the 12th Century Castelo de Sao Jorge. 



A long stay in Las Palmas allows time to visit attractions such as The Basilica of our 
Lady; Casa Romantica; and the hidden caves of Barranco de Guayadeque. Rugged 
La Gomera provides unspoilt scenery, dominated by Mount Garajonay, from where 
great ravines drop dramatically to the sea. 



Whilst sailing around the beautifully set islands be entertained by timeless hits from 
the legendary Drifters, one of the biggest selling artists of all time with a massive 

collection of hits. You will be taken through music 
of years gone by right up to modern day classics 
from this timeless group. 

With unforgettable music 
in a great setting, this is 
truly a cruise that will stay 
in the memory. 



B1031 JANUARY 2009 

DATE ARR DEP 

Sun 04 PM 

Mon 05 - Tue 06 

Wed 07 0800 2000 

Thu 08 

Fri09 1030 1800 

Sat 10 0800 

Sun 11 0200 

Sun 11 0800 

Mon 12 0200 

Mon 12 0800 1400 

Tue 13 0800 1800 

Wed 14 * Fri 16 

Sat 17 AM 



DESTINATION 

Dover 

Cruising 
Lisbon, Portugal 
Cruising 

Arrecife, Lanzarote 
Las Palmas, Gran Canaria 
Las Palmas, Gran Canaria 

Santa Cruz, Tenerife 
Santa Cruz, Tenerife 
San Sebastian, La Gomera 
Funchal, Madeira 
Cruising 
Dover 
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Prayer (^reflection 

Emblazoned with the wisdom and glory of God 




‘In the beginning God 
created...’ Alister McGrath 

reflects on the powerful 
impact the opening words of 
the Bible have had on shaping 
the Church. 

he creeds remind us that we 
believe in God as the creator of 
the world. It is a powerful idea. 
Believing in God is like putting 
on spectacles, which allow us to 
see the world in a special way. The 
doctrine of creation is like a lens bringing 
a vast landscape into sharp focus, or a 
map helping us grasp the features of the 
terrain around us. What exactly is this 
world in which we live? And what is our 
place within it? These are questions that 
arise naturally and properly as we think 
about the meaning of life, and what we 
must do if we are to be faithful disciples in 
the world. 

The really important point made by the 
doctrine of creation is that everything 
owes its origins to God. Neither the world, 
nor we ourselves, are accidental or 
pointless. Nor do we simply inhabit God’s 
creation, as if we could be indifferent to its 
beauty. Countless Christian writers of 
almost every theological hue stress that 
God created us to enjoy the creation. 

Down the ages, Christian theologians 
have developed images or models of 
creation, based on biblical originals. One 
of them is to think of God as an architect, 
a theme that is often expressed in works 
of art (such as William Blake’s Ancient of 
Days) or stained glass windows in 
churches, which often depict God or 
angelic figures holding the creation in their 
hands. 

This image helps us to visualize the 



fundamental Christian idea that the world 
is an ordered structure. The wisdom of the 
creator can thus be seen in the ordering 
of the world, in much the same way as the 
ingenuity of an architect can be seen in the 
design of a great building. Creation is thus 
about ordering, imposing structure upon 
reality. 

Nature is emblazoned with the glory of 
God. It bears an eloquent, if silent, witness 



to God’s wisdom, just as a great building 
bears witness to the genius of its designer. 
It is an image that merits further 
exploration. St Paul’s Cathedral, London, 
is one of the greatest works of the 
architect Sir Christopher Wren (1631- 
1 723). The original cathedral was 
destroyed during the Great Fire of London 
(1 666), and had to be rebuilt. The task of 
designing the new building was entrusted 



to Wren. The spectacular new edifice was 
finally completed in 1710, and remains 
one of the most famous landmarks of 
London. There is no memorial to Wren in 
that cathedral. In its place, there is an 
inscription over its north door: “If you are 
looking for a memorial, look around you.” 
The genius and wisdom of the architect 
can be seen in what he built. 

In the same way, the wisdom of God can 
be discerned within the creation, which is 
a witness to the power and wisdom of its 
creator. ‘The heavens are telling the glory 
of God’ (Psalm 19:1). For this reason 
Celtic Christianity, celebrated for its love 
of nature, referred to the created world as 
the ‘great cathedral’, to be compared to 
the rather less impressive ‘little cathedrals’ 
constructed by human hands. 

The belief that God created t'he world 
thus triggers off lines of thought that lead 
to an enrichment of our understanding and 
imagination. If God created the world, then 
something of his wisdom and beauty is 
reflected in that created order. 

Yet there is another point we need to 
make in closing. The Christian doctrine of 
creation enfolds an environmental agenda, 
reminding us that we inhabit a world that 
is not ours. The created order is God’s, not 
ours. We must learn to respect it as 
something that has been entrusted to us. 
We are its stewards, not its owners. This 
disturbing thought helps us realise that we 
must treated the created order with 
respect and care, just as we would look 
after the precious possession of anyone 
dear to us who has asked us to look after 
it until they return. 

Alister McGrath is Professor of 
Theology, Ministry and Education at 
King's College London, and author 
of the recent book The Open Secret: 
A New Vision for Natural Theology 
(Blackwell). He ministers in the Shill 
Valley and Broadshire benefice in 
west Oxfordshire. 
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For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be 
changed (1 Cor. 15:52b) 

Amersham Deanery 

area dean John Wynbume; associate 
Derrick Carr; lay chairman Hilary 
Sheppard; ecumenical representative 
Tim Harper. The people, wardens, 
PCCs and support staff of the deanery. 

All Souls Day Amersham on 
the Hill: clergy Diana Glover, Peter 
Binns, Alan Crawley. Amersham with 
Coleshill: clergy Tim Harper; LLMsTim 
Barnard, Ian Morgan; youth worker Colin 
Blandford. 

Richard Hooker, teacher of the 
faith Beaconsfield team (St Mary and 
All Saints, St Michael and All Angels, St 
Thomas): clergy John Wynbume, 

Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby, Clive 
Rogers, Robert Tobin, Camilla Walton, 
Stephen Painting; youth worker Rob 
Hayden; LLM Penny Kelly, Hazel Chow. 

Chalfont St Giles: clergy Tim 
Stacey, Melvyn Bleakley, Angela 
Thompson. Chalfont St Peter: clergy 
Charles Overton, Jim King, Wendy 
Graham, Nigel Rode. 

Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
Latimer and Flaunden: clergy David 
Allsop, Mike Payne, Paul Collins, Ruth 



Boughton; LLM Patricia Ansell. 

William Temple, archbishop, 
teacher of the faith Chesham Bois: 
clergy Huw Davies, Derek Butler, 
Christopher Clare, Jamie Murray, Rob 
Baker; LLM Jackie Lambert; youth 
pastor [witheld]; children's worker Berry 
Peach. 

Denham: clergy Adrian Hirst; 
LLM Joyce Tearall. 

Saints & Martyrs of England 
Gerrards Cross and Fulmer: clergy 
Paul Williams, Martin Williams, Meyrick 
Beebee, Alice Monaghan, James Leach; 
LLMs Jim Armstrong, John Hedley, Tony 
Jefferis; lay workers Christoph Lindner, 
Di Rowlandson, Shawn Swinney, Edda 
Lindner. 

Geat Chesham team (St 

Mary, St John, Emmanuel, Christ 
Church, St George, St John the 
Evangelist, St Michael and All Angels): 
clergy Simon Cansdale, Rebecca 
Harris, John Shepherd, Hilary Wilson, 
Tim Yates; LLMs Jean Corfield, Beryl 
Pearn, Don Sanderson; lay workers 
Sarah Shelley, Andrew Patterson, Nick 
Moore, Hilary Unwin, Jenny Constantine. 

Penn and Tylers Green: 

clergy Mike Bisset, Alison Caw; LLMs 
Beth Wili, David Carter. 



Penn Street: clergy Bill 
Mason, Cathy Smith. 

Seer Green and Jordans: 

clergy Gaenor Hockey. 

Deanery of Bicester and 
Islip: area dean Charles Masheder; lay 
chairman Peter Woodward-Gregg; 
ecumenical representatives Mrs K 
Stoddart, Peter Woodward-Gregg. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Akeman (Bletchingdon, 
Chesterton, Hampton Gay, Kirtlingtron, 
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury, 
Weston-on-the-Green): clergy Derek 
Walker, Jane Hemmings; LLMs Michael 
Nunn, Elizabeth Taylor, Jo Cropp. 

Bicester team (Bicester, 
Caversfield, Bucknell, Launton): clergy 
Theresa Scott, Margaret Mullins, Chris 
Boyce, Robert Atkins, Richard Marshall; 
LLM Colin Cockshaw. 

Cherwell Valley (Ardley with 
Fewxcott, Fritwell, Lower Heyford, 
Somerton, Souldern, Upper Heyford): 
clergy Paul Hunt, Ian Biscoe. 

Rousham: clergy Richard 

Small. 

Tue IB: Shelswell (Cottisford, 

Hardwicke-cum-Tusmore, Finmere, 



Fringford, Hethe, Mixbury, Newton 
Purcell With Shelswell, Stoke Lyne, 
Stratton Audley, Godington): clergy 
[vacancy], Marion Reynolds; LLM Penny 
Wood. 

Ray Valley team ministry 

(Ambrosden, Charlton-on-Otmoor, Islip, 
Merton, Noke, Oddington, Piddington, 
Wood Eaton): clergy Charles Masheder, 
Anand Sodadasi, Andrew Rycroft, 
Richard Marshall, David Wippell; LLM 
Glenys Edwards. 

Edmund, King & Martyr 

Bracknell deanery:area dean Nick 
Parish; lay chairman Louisa Adams; 
ecumenical representative Catherine 
Blundell. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Ascot Heath: clergy Darrell 
Hannah, Gill Wiggins. 

Binfield: clergy Bill Meyer, 
Margaret Thirlwell; Elizabeth Harland. 

Bracknell team (Holy Trinity, 
St Andrew, St Paul): clergy Nick Parish, 
Catherine Blundell, Andrew Frearson, 
Margaret Clarke, Jane Manley; church 
army Jenny Colby; LLM David Blundell. 

Easthampstead: clergy Guy 
Cole, Peter Bestley, Brian Whitley. 

Tue 25 : Isaac Watts, hymn writer. 



South Ascot: clergy [vacancy], Alison 
Cooper, Susan van Beveren; LLM Mary 
Nichols. 

Sunningdale: clergy David 
Uffindell, Stephen Johnson; lay worker 
James Gwyn-Thomas. 

Sunninghill: clergy [vacancy]; 
LLM Raymond Whitney. 

Warfield: clergy Brian Meardon, 
Alan Bradford, Joy Porter, Chris Hill; 
LLMs Dave Cappleman, Michael 
Hayward, Michael Summers; lay 
workers Trevor Meardon, Sam Mortimer, 
Richard Summers, Becky Nedlicott. 

Day of intercession and 
thanksgiving for the missionary work of 
the Church. Winkfield with 
Cranbourne: clergy [vacancy], Ian 
James; LLMs Mary Knight, Stuart Ager, 
Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. 

St Andrew: The people and 
clergy of all churches in the diocese 
celebrating their patronal festival today. 

Please also remember to pray for 
our new Licensed Lay Ministers, 
David Robinson, Sam Morimer, 
Richard Croft, Lyn Gooch and Ruth 
Chattel!. 
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Sir Roy Strong tells 
Sarah Meyrick why people 
have to wake up to the 
crisis facing rural churches. 
Photo John Swanell. 



IR Roy Strong is a man on a 
mission. The scholar, broadcaster 
and former museum director 
wants people to face up to the 
impending crisis facing our rural 

churches. 

He first sounded the warning bell 30 
years ago, when as director of the V&A, he 
staged an exhibition called ‘Change and 
Decay: the Future of Our Churches’ in 
1977. More recendy, he published A Litde 
History of the English Country Church, in 
which he warned that the oudook was 
bleaker than ever. 

‘I’ve said I would give 12 to 18 months to 
this,’ he says. ‘I do so out of a sense of 
indebtedness to the Church of England.’ 

That period - in which Sir Roy will have 
given 30 outspoken talks in 30 venues - is 
now drawing to a close. As part of his tour, 
Sir Roy spent a day in October at St John 
the Baptist, Burford, speaking to clergy 
and lay people on the mission of church 
buildings in the 21st century. 

Sir Roy’s passion for history, art and 
Anglicanism springs from unlikely roots. A 
very shy child, he grew up ‘in a terraced 
house in suburban north London’, where 
neither the arts nor faith were part of 
family life. But encouraged by his 
‘marvellous’ history teacher at Edmonton 
County Grammar School he discovered a 
love of beautiful buildings. 

It was while studying history at London 
University (he achieved a First) that he first 
encountered God. ‘The chaplain was 
taking a group to the Shrine of Our Lady 
at Walsingham,’ he remembers. 

‘There was a spare seat in the car, and I 
said I’d love to go and do some Norfolk 
churches. It was at Walsingham that I first 
.eceived the faith.’ 

On his return to London, he took 
instruction and was confirmed in the 
university church. ‘It was the tail end of the 
Oxford Movement,’ he says. ‘The 
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parish churches have only existed since the 
12 th century. The Christian faith can work 
in different ways.’ 

He is also critical of the way the heritage 
bodies work. ‘The multiplicity of 
preservation trusts doesn’t help. It is a 
confused picture and they tend to be at 
loggerheads. It must be simplified. And the 
number of hurdles if you want to adapt or 
alter anything!’ 

Sir Roy is not afraid to be provocative (‘I 
have the guts to say what other people are 
thinking in their heart of hearts.’). But he 
bats away the suggestion that he is carrying 

'Not every building has a 
right to live on. We should 
remember that parish 
churches have only existed 
since the 12th century. The 
Christian faith can work 
in different ways. ’ 
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aesthetic, high church worship appealed to 
me. I’ve always liked good liturgy.’ 

Today he attends worship in Hereford 
Cathedral, where he is an altar server. 
‘Cathedrals are going through a 
renaissance,’ he says. ‘Attendance is up 20 
per cent since 2000. [At Hereford] the 
congregation is full every Sunday, and 
there is good, accessible but stately, liturgy. 

‘Every Sunday the first thing the Dean 
does is that he comes down to the front 
and welcomes everyone. He says there will 
be silence while we prepare ourselves for 
Holy Communion, and then you hear the 
introit being sung, and there is a very good 
choir. It is Common Worship done well.’ 

Sir Roy’s current crusade is a wake-up 
call to the Church and the nation. He is 
disappointed that his 1977 exhibition 
didn’t result in concerted action. It was the 
second of two exhibitions: an earlier one 
had highlighted the plight of the great 
country estates. 

‘In the last century, over 1000 country 



houses were demolished: one a week after 
1951. It took until 1974 and that landmark 
exhibition for people to realise. Since 
then, there have been no major losses. 

‘In a way, it had to happen: those houses 
were built for a way of life that has 
completely gone. It is the enterprising 
owners, who have built flats, institutions, 
and colleges where they have survived.’ 

The loss was painful, but necessary, he 
argues, and now the Church faces similar 
tough times. ‘It’s not about decline in faith, 
but the very basic fact is that in 1800, 20 
per cent of the population lived in towns, 
and 80 per cent in the country. By 1900, 
that had reversed. We can’t go on like this.’ 
He believes that churches should be 
given back to their communities, and 
makes the case for ‘adaptation’ rather than 
‘conservation’. He wants churches to 
produce a 20-year plan based on local 
needs. 

‘Not every building has a right to live 
on’, he says. ‘We should remember that 



out a God given task. ‘I wouldn’t put it like 
that,’ he says. ‘But God has been good to 
me.’ 

None the less there is something 
prophetic in his vision, and he admits that 
when he spotted the need for this crusade, 
he broke a contract on another book to 
pursue it. Soon, though, he plans to move 
on to other projects. ‘I could go on doing 
this till the day I die, but I don’t want to go 
on and on. I don’t want to sit on 
committees.’ 



PRIZE DRAW 



We have three copies of A Little History 
of the English Country Church to give 
away. To enter our prize draw, send your 
name and address on a postcard to: 
Little History, The Door, Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 0NB 
by 7 November. 
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